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♦T|^H<r divijions of Chri/kndom are much to he 

I lamented i the effeSisof them heing ex* 

ceedinzeyil Pagci. 

f i!>r j/? «ia^e au needful proVtfions againfi fmh Dif- 
fentions amongfi Chnjiians p. l . 

To this end he epahhp?ed a Spiritual $0€iety or 
Chwch on Earth p.^. 

Thk Churchy with the Unity of if, the- ^omtp?" 
Church appropriateth to it felf V'l' 

ThisControyferpe hetwixtthat Church and Chtntnofn 
he ftated and decided by the conjideration of the . 
following Heads of difcourfe. 

I. There are certain Principles in which the ^ma- 
hifis and we agree, p. 4I Js 1 .Chrift always bad, i 
and always tihU have a Church on Earth , 'tilt the 
world ends-, p. 4. 2. This Church is a diftin^ 
Society in it felf, p< 4. } . This Church muft be. 
Vi/f^/e,.p. 5. j^» Within the bounds of this 
Church we haye the only hope of fafety here aud • 
hereafter, wbiljl our hope is grounded on Gods 

A . 2 . ordinary J^ 






■f:y ^'^ 



r » *r 



\ ^.« • --v*. 



ontents. 




-m-dinctry Evangelical Methods^ p. 5. 5. T7;^ 
Church is but one^jj^. 6. ..... 

II. In this one Chriftian Church there are certain 
bands of CatholichUitityt Js i. Unity iu be- 
lief and^F^ofe^ony .p. 6. , 2.. 7«i.CWJ0', p, 7. 
2 . /I Worjhipy p. 7. 4. /{» 'Difciplin}, p. 8, 

' 5. /« Set-forms ( w T^me /o;t ) 0/ TtwHck 

. iVorfht^j^. 10. - 

IH, Tl?e^mdmfisha)ieimjufllyjjidde^ ^uhje^i- 
' oh' fo (/;e' SeeoF ^'onie, -and id' rV?^ p re tended 
" ^ F/r^r of Chriji in it^ the Pope^ ' a^theUnmrfal 

* Headland Monarch of the Cbrijlian Chtirch'the 
Principal^and of CatholichUhity^^. \\]'ii. "' 

'For fr^^fqr this Tapal-Fower there is no Evidence 
in Scripture^ hut there are Jlron^ intimations of 

• the contrary,^ p.ii. 
Secondly^: There isfiknce^ corke'rhiiiy it ^amorigji tFe 

► \ ' mhjl antient 'onctSeJi Pother s'of the XJmrcf> p.j j • 

'Thirdly^ Hjlpry p)ews $is ' by what evH Jieps the 

' ^omi(h Qmrch arrived at this gre'atnefs : As I .by 

ufurpation on the "Rights of other Churches^ ?• M • 

'2. ^y weakening the Tower of Temporal ^(in- 

ces^ p. 16. 3 • ^y ahuftng their iU-gotten- TolPtr 

hi making it injlruffiental to the irtjtroducing^^ and 

froyndt^n^ of certain Jirange and erroneous Vo- 

sBrines^^]p.if.\ 
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IV. There wM a necejfty of h Reformation in the 

' ^mt(h ' Qhurch ; and Mr {^nirch wa6 reformed 
regularly ^^ and mih maintenance of the bounds of 

*' Catholick-Unity^ p. 19. For 1. our Reforma- 
tion was manarred with the concurrence and en^ 
' copirA^ewni^ of the Supreme Power ^ P- ?9* 
1 . With we 4dyice and deliberation of the Clergy 

.] \/4Jjlembled in Convocation J p; lo* i.Wtthjuji 
refpeEi "to the Antient Chrijiian Churchy p. z i • 
(Both as to I. VoBriney p, 2 1 • 2 • Govern- 
menty p. 2 2. 3 . Worfhi^^ p* * ? • 4* ^tes^ 
p. 2 5.. In fuch fort that Our (Informed Qhurch 
is a found part of the Catholick Churchy p**7* 

y* Tl)e OhjeBicns gfjhe ^manijis^ againfl ottr 
Church andthe "^ formation of it ^: are not Valid. 

Objedt. I. Concerning our rejefiing VoElrines of 
the Church determined by Councils. Anfwc- 
red, p. 31J&C. * 

Obje(5t. 2. Concerning ^formation by means of a 
general Council.' Anfwered, p. 3 j. 

bb^6i:. 5 . Concerning the perfonal mifcarriages of 
fome engaged in the Reformation. Anfvve- 
rcd, p. 39. 

Object. 4. Concerning our want of due Difcipline. 
Anfvvered, P-3?* 
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Gbjeft. }. Concerning the Herefus mi Schifms 
mhich have ^nmgitffince the ^formmion, and, 
<M tfx) pretend, out of S, p. 4). AnCwe- 
red, p.44. 

VI. Prom the Tremiffes a Conclufion « drawn,pew- 
ing^ the Obligation vhich the 'People of England 
are under to embrace and continue intheCommu- 
tiim of our Church, p. 4?,&c. 
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inthe 

Church o£E3^gLJ:f^. 

Hofoever withati impartial eye, and a 
truly religious cbncdrn for tli^ Honour 
ofGody the Credit of the Gofpeli and 
the Salvation^ of men, looks into 
the eftate of Cbriftendom; he will 

fcarce find any greater caufe of forrowful Refle^ons 

than from the litany Divifions, and Animoikies, which 

have diftraded^andfeparated its parts. 

Thefe have opened the mouths, aiid whet the 

tongues of profeft enemies to reviling Inveftives and 

ErouneScofEagainftourBlefledLdrd himfelf, and his 
olyJleligion, and flifled the firft thoughts of admit- 
ting the moft convincing Truths to a debate among 
Jews, Turks, or Pagans, and flopc their ears againft the 
wifell Charms. ^ 

To no one caufe can we more realbnably impute the 
fniall progref^ which ChriftiaiUty hath made in the 
World for a thoufand years paft. The lame con- 
tcf^shive as pernicious influencis at home upon the 

.B Faith 



Tbe Utiton of the Catholkk Chmh 

Faith or manners of thofe within the Pale of the 
Church. 

Men are hereby too Iboo tempted into ibme degrees 
of Scepticiim about very htateriai Points of Chriftian 
Do£trine» in which they obferve fo many to differ 
among thdrnfelves. ' Others are the m#e eaiily redu- 
ced tofeekand make much of aU Argumin^ Whereby 
to baflc or weaken the cleareft evidences for their con- 
vi6):ion i and they fddom ccktinue long in the fame 
perfuafioft with thofe, w4th whom they will not main' 
eamthelkfnfrCAiiiiMni^si. ^t^s^krhtflhthav* general- 
ly ended in Herefies, 

As nfiifchievous'^^d^cfic^ Diftraftioos 

upon \h^ maimers ef GhnftianSb There are many viti- 
ous, itA dtfcvdttly >|^gKi»{ ^h 4s^ -Angers W rath. 
Hatred, Revenge, ^ide, Cenforioufnefe, &r. which 
ttke Saili9;aai:y merefn^ and imder diiai: fhelter pttt iit 
llieir claim lbtiiheiidgte:«f Chiiflm Graces,, and the 
mdft hefy eeal far>Qodaiid kisCalifo. Every where 
ish^ brcM(, or kMfeft tbe IMfcifAine of the Oiurch^ 
which jhoofci guard its cbtldi»n iasm doing ami6, or 
reftore i!heb ttlcer it, when the hiA and imo£^ capital 
^ifhna^t «f being thtHft dot of its Commumon i» 
like to be little d«eaqed, iwheitt many voionrarily det 
f^ it wich^thfi h^heift preiienbe&of becoer advantage 
dfewhete. 

Now though this matter cE fad, confirmed by wo^ 
iul CKp^fieiice, be H fi^jed^ too iad for a img medita- 
tion, Or paffKMiate^nlaTgemenc, yet is itno more tfaaa 
what might havfibeen forefeen,withouc aSpiritof Pro- 
pheficto follow from^ the corrupt nature, andd^raved 
eftate of mankind not ocherwife rectified. Wherefore 
We mttft fuppofe chat JDOt ever bleffed &viour, in the 
I^oundntions of his hdy Inftitution, made all needful 
proviiion to prevent ^ie|e fatal miiquiages. 

By 



\ %r theiafBciefit ReYcibttiaii of ftUfnndaiiiefical Ar- 
ticles of Belief. By the as MX>eclara|tioti.<)£.a^ihtt 
iicicd[Gury presses of g^ UGt &f maikottin^.b^^ 
qmencly, md psffiag ntoft MtiplatiQriljr duA oom^ 
mttids coaooniiiig toye> Peace, Uiitty> 0^ Oisler, 
Humility/Meeknefs, Patkoostf ^c. dhwAy isppttdid 
thafe coQtcmJons^in eveiy Ps^of the New Tcftanient: 
Thcfe it may fuffice but t:o name. 

It will lom be gran ted, after tbe bed: provifioa of 
Rules, and mod: convincing Argutaeiics and Motives 
to ilrengthm them, that there wili be need of fome 
Government to encourage all in their performance, to 
reftrain fomefirom ofiering vk>lenoeto them,and tapro* 
vide for many emcrsoicies. 

Our Bleiira Lcxra^and Maftci^ thei^ 
ter fecurity of his Truth, and tkt &fer conduft o£ 
thofe which adhere to.k, eflabkfli'd a Socie^ or 
Oburch in the Wcdd* which he poicfaafed with the 
moft ineftimableprice,dignifiedwiai the highcftPrtvi- 
ledies, encouragol with the iaigcft Promifts^ backed 
wim the moft ample Authorityiand wtU always defend 
with the ftrongeftGuatdf againft aU Pbwer> or Pdicy 
on EarthoruiSer the Earth; fotfaotvasheloditolduSf 
tbe Gates if HeU fisff not prevaii agau^ t. 

But now where this (church is to be found, and 
what are the meafures of our Obligation to it, hath 
bran a long and great debate efpedally betweenia and 
the Romanifts. In moft of their late O}no:overrial 
Books they have feemed ready to wave difputes about 
particular points, in hopesof greater advantage, which 
they promife themfelvesfrom Jtnis venerable name, and 
that bold, though moft £ilfe jand prel^mptuous claim 
which they lay to the thing it ^ijcven exdufive to all 
<]diers; which wiUajppear^Dom the truCr but ^ft^ and 
plain ftate of the cafe between us^ the dusf defign of 
tfaisatccmpt. B x ' . Now 



1 

.Now liiak: we may> twc charge them, nor the^lus 
falfly or ralhly } * / 

I. Ic may be convenient firft, to lay down fome Prin^ 
dples concerning this Church in which they and we 
feem moftly.asreed>.though all our Writers »prefs not 
themfdves 2Aajc dearly herein* 
: ILTopropoundthechief^andsofUnity within this 
Church-> 

U^Tovmark out the moft obvious Defections fcbm- 
them by theRomanifls. 

W., To. ihew the Reformation in the Church o£ 
M^fglanJgmcccdcdfMd wasframed witli all due regard 
tothe prefcrvacionx>f them; 

V. To clear it of the mod common Objedions. 

VL Ipoconfider the flrong obligations from hence 
upon all forts of SXKIenters among us to embrace^ and 

continue an>ics^C6mmuni(Mi. 

L Theiormetimli ibcin bodiipatcht/ wh^ 
tothe following pardculaits* 

I. That our Blefled Saviour always had^nd always 
will have. a Church in the World^in wiiich his Do- 
drine hach beeti/and (hall be fo far profeft, and.his 
Saaraments! ib' ef^i£H]aUy;admim{lfed^ that they who 
rightly improve them may not want necefldry fupplies 
icr.cheir)^pi£iehtfpiricuallife^ or 'fjiture hopes of Salva- 
;tion:.th€»i^.tli^_extentof the Church as to its boun- 
daries, and thi perfe6tionof.it in degrees may bevaf^- 
iy different' at: one- time> and in one place from, ano- 
:ther*. This many^ Fnophefies in the Old Tcftament, 
and PKomifes firomour Saviour in the New give abun- 
dant ground for our Faith to rely upon^ and the expe- 
rience of all Ages hitfaertohath confirmed.. , . \ 

^3 .That tl^s Church is a diflind .Society within it 
ifeli^ fumifhed, with fdfficient Authority in fome to Go- 
vern/ and Obligatioti inx)thers toJbeSub^ed^ neceflary 
tQ every Society ; which the power of the Keys given 

by 



mmtiAmd'mthChurcl) <tflc£^mi* 

bj^dur Lordto receive^ in, or (hucouCi and thcexsr* 
cife of DiTdpline from 'Divine Precept, and Scripture 
Examples evince beyond aU.exception. But then this 
Eccleuafticai Power, in whomsoever placed, or flrai- 
nedtowhafrheightfoever, can never extend to vacate, 
OP change the exprels Ihftitutions of Chrifl, or take 
away our Obligation to his revealed Truth, and dircft 
Commands. In cafe of any competition the Apoftles de- 
fence may be ours, Wemujl oky God rather ^ than men. 
And St. Pauls profeflioh. We can do nothing again ft the 
Truth, iut for the Truth. And again, If we or an Angel 
frovfi Heaven preach any other Gojpei, &c. let him he ac- 
curfedi Gal.i. 8> 

5. This Church muft be vifible, as every Society is 
moreor ie(s, whofe parts arefo, and whofe Profeflion 
mufl be fo. Our entrance into it is in a vifibic 
manner by Baptifinal Initiation. Our obhged Com- 
munion^ with it is- in- diverfe outward fenfible Afts, 
which the reprefentation of it by a Body or Building 
might pcove. More clearly it is likened to 2. City on a 
HiSf whiclf^ cannot ke hid, Mat. 5'. 14. Set up as the 
Light of th6 world, an Enfigntoihe Gentiles, which all 
Nations Ihould flee unto, or clfe it would witnefs 
againft them ; where^i its Followers ihould take San- 
duary, and find a Refuge. 

d. Within thcfe Boundaries we have the only hopes 
of iafety here and happinefs hereafter. What God may 
dobyhisfupereminent unaccountable power in an cx> 
traordinary cafe is prefumption fpru^ but to inquire 
into. Out of this'Ark there is no profp^ft given to ju« 
of any efcape from the Univerfal 
Deluge, {a ) AU the Spiritual Pro- 
mifes concerning this life or a bet- 
ter are mgde to this Church, the 
Members pf his Body who is the 
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a9. cjftiAnE^6^^ifA\%* £d;Ox^; 
Sf atiqHk ix ttUbus futrit mrthenftu^ 
nontfiquod phi ^uaf^U configiont So- 
minis bldndiatur^ cimcMfin fidceifitjuf'i 
m9di ixtra BccUfiam fuerint^ Fidii cw9r* ^ 
nmn^n^ffCf fedpanmpotitiiiffiftrfidia^.,^ 

Head. . 



"6 Thellmtyof theCathoUckChitrck 

Ku in Dtncvii inter mHtmitbabjtttM. Hcad. Thcrdorc the Apo&it$ 

-mkhmofurm HfM mtStffu prcath toJ^WS swd Gctttllc* d» 

s.tM^i&'&cMri^ctHt.cirttHfadv. necdfitv of cocciviflg this Chata* 

CiLth^Hci juerh ftftrmusy quMmttba HHacr Heaven vven ameifg niem^ 
UHUbiutiffe vivm '*^J?/«»/3 ?^^ A^ wkerciy ive mffilefaveJ^ btPfter 

feiUre qutd i Cbrtfti unttati disjun^gs cl^ Zct ^ r^ ww» 

ift^ Mu baiibit vitm. Std ira, Du «f. aCCeltSj JitS 4.' I X. 

ntt fufif ium. ^ifyius anum in hkc 

EccUfid btntvixeritt nihil ti pa jitdicant nlitnn ftccMti. 1dm Ef. 204. dd1>$nMtmVrff- 
byttruM Vonntift. T. 2. f^^SAm foris tutm ab Bscltfii^ CMfiitutMSi & fffnratMs i c§mf^ 
unitAtU^ &vinciU»Cb4riMis^atirntf fiffUckfmrerih^tiMmfi fro cbrifiinomintvhms insin^ 



direru* 



-5. This Church is t)uc otie. It is an Article of our 
IFaith, cxpccft in our Creed to believe it fo. For there 
he many memiers^ yet hut we My. One Spirit quick* 
ning all.; One Lord^ and Head over all; One Qed 
and Father of all; we Faith \ one Baptifm*^ one 
Hope of our Calling in alli as the Apoftle argii^ 

IL Now we are to enquire what are the chief Bands 
of Unity in theChurdi which niake^ keep, and evi* 
dence it to be one ; How we may fecure our &lves 
within this Garden enclored> this Spring fliut up^ this 
•Founuin fealed, as tlie Ancients ufually apply tliat 
Cant.^. X Xi to this one Enclofure of the Church. 

1. This appears in i^Vnity of Belief ^ not only in« 
wardly, but in the outward profeifion <^ thejiame 
Faith which was otKe deUvered to the Saints, aiMl 
hath been generally prderved, and continued down 
throughout all A^es of the Church. In tefiimony 
whereof the moil eminent Bifhqps upon their firft 
'ConfeaattQnfeat to their BiMhtenConraEooscNr thek 
Faith. • 

a. to 



i.lfltbcZ^iry ^(i)Ci^tfr/?j^, and Affeaionas Fel- 
low members one ot another as well as of tlie fame AtlxS^siu 
Head ; that ifonefnfierfiUthe reft fuffer with it, and //Haprctx.20/ 
inerejojce. all rejdycewith it. Having an intimate Fel- ]^^^®/-^^^^^ 
low-feelmffof alltheGood, or Evil, whidi befals any Afomc^ dum 
joyti'd in to near a Relation, beyond the compaflion of H^^^^^j^f^^ 
onlinary Humanity ; whereby we are bound not only vmTft^mm- 
to pray ibr, but by all oifices of kindnefs, and mod in- «'><^'* P^c/sy 
timatc Afieaioii efpecially to affift, and relieve each taSSX 
other in the fame Houfliokl of Faith. So that by our conulftmh 
Perioral Confocration all our Labours, and Eftates are ^^f'^%^^' 
in feme meafure devoted to the Honour ofCjod, the aHarath re- 
Service of irisOiurdi, and the Neceflities of any of its f,'^ f^^ yV- 

Members. mmi una tfi. 

dith. 
S*Auiull*adv.litnasPttiUanifT.7.^.i^2. cbmtas Ckriftiana nifiinunitau UcUr$£ 
nM fHefici^9diri» ftilbid. p.47^.de hipc. adv. DoaadiL 1.6. M^kmfi Ckrifti Btftlfmm 
)fqm AdSger0unti al^atwnmfmtpiruntj tamen vium^tirtum nififirCharitatisunitatm 
MMmfiqumUfir* St]bid.deoDiisat€Ecclcfe, c. 2. p. 510. Ecclefia C^ftu cbufti eft, undt 
$^il^.mniftftMm4flsm^ ^i non ifi h ihimbtk CMfti^ Clmj^Unam fdmm habtYi n^npffe^ 
mitfibri untem ^hr^i fir mimis CbArimmfiH cofiUantar^ &fer undem Cafkl fuo coh^mtf 

3,, In d^tVnity (ffW^rjhip, whereby we are Qbliged 
flot only to offer up the fame Worlhip for fubftance, 
but alfo in the outward kOc to joyn, and communicate 
with each other therein,. to prefent the fame Prayers, 
and Praifes^ to celebrate together the fame Sacraments^ 
to hear the fame Inftruftions, to frequent the fame 
Religious Ailemblies^ as much as poffible ; riiat we may 
with one tnindf and with one mouth glorifie God even the 
Father of our Lotdjefus Chrifi, Rom. i j.6. For as die 
Command of God, the Hohour of his Religion, the 
Edification of his Church, the Proparation of his 
Truth) and the peculiar Promife of his Frefence, and ? 
Blefling require a (blemn publick exercife of all Religi- 
ous Worlhip in united Congregations ; fo hereby we 

moft 



$ The Unity of ^)e Catholick Church 

moft fcnfibly prove, and fecure our iinity therein* 
ad^^mMas'*'^^)^^^^^^^ ^^^^ needlefly feparaes himfelf from. 
Pctiiia^rTV tl^is Church, or refufes to joyn in Cotaimunion with its 
p. 124. Hmc MembcrSjib lar as it is in hisr power/ where he may, 
MttmrlJT Without violence to any Doftrinc or Ptecept of Chrilt, 
diffunditHu fuch a one divides himfelf from his Body, and io from 
VmVunicit vi^ all the Promifes that we know of the Sacred and com- 
descuinonconh fortable Influences of that one Head and' one Spirit. 

Idem £p. 50. ad Bemifadimi. T.Cp. 930. Bcchfid Ciih$Uid jcU ejl CiifUi Chrifti, eujut 
ilti caput eft Salvttor Corf wis fiU. Extra 'i#f C$rfu$ neminem vivtficit SpiritmStniiHif quid 
ficut ipfe dicit^ jipofoUu Chmtas Dii dijfuf^'ff in wdihm u&rk mSfiritum Sd»ehm qui datm 
ifi nobk^MH eft autem fixtictps Divine ChgrUUta qd hBftk tfi uihgtis. £c de Bapt. tdr.Da- 
natift.I. ^. c:i6.T.7. p.^. JpfmifimmCbdHtMqMdm non bakm^qiU ai ECclifiMCMthMcig 
-Commnnione pnecift funtjkc, Hon haBet Dei CbnitAtem^qui mn diUiit EccUfid Unit/uem. 

S.rjr^itfx.deUiiicate£cclcfo,p.ti3. InexpigUUt^ &iravit culpa dife$rdiie nee pafflone 
furgatur. Effe Martyr non foteft quiin Eulefia ntn tfi: airtffumpirvmrt nonpoteft^ qti 
urn quje regnasura eft^ dtreUnquit. 

* 7i^^«W4». Apolqg.; c; 59.^ tfrptisfu^ a tn the Vnity of Difcipline , 

mus de confcmtia. reUgtonts & difciphnd / \ t » „ „ „ a A r^ 

mit^te &fpei ftdite. cierta adD.Of^ W whereby evcry Att of any par^ 
prian. Ep.30. Ox. Ed p. 5 6. idem enim ticular Church «)ftf6rmable to thc 

S:£r:;jr^::S iSL Inftimtions of our saviour, >ia 
epnfinfigne fochti. the univcrfally received practice of 

It^ etiamargumentatur idem Citrus hjg Church ftauds Confirmed aS atl 
Kom. adv. Afarctonem excmmunseutum « a o- r 1 1 1 ^-^1 1 r% - 

Fatre fu9, & ab iis non tfceptum,in S.Epi- ACC Ot the Whoie Church. Parti- 

pham\ H«r. 41. \i. T. ^. p. 303. Par. cularly whocver is admitted into 

«;:^:t'1^*^'^r^1 ic accordingly by Baptifin in one 
^/<, )^ ui* i i(iim*j &c. place is to be accounted a member' 

^»#«Epni.j».p. wj. dtct^fmkh of the Church Catholick, and re- 

Audromcuv^ Tboantim,& eorumconfortes^ . 1 . . ^ . * « 

Mfii ci< f44Ka^t^vv ^mw^a^^ ceived into Its Commumon where- 
of xjfcAjOTW,;^ j^jiw rJriuTw ever he comes, it no evidence ap- 

^S\%?S^:'^'^'''^ '^'*'' P^^^f his exclufion by anv after 

regular Cenfure. Like\yile into 
whatever Office, or Miniftration any are orderly ad. 
mitted in one part thereof, in the fame are they to be 
acknowledged in all others, though without: that par- 
ticular Jurifdiction which they had in their own. But 
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whofoever lies under any Cenfurc in oneChurch, he 
is to be fappofed under the fame in all others, and 
not to be received into Gomn^union till ,tliq Sentetke be 
reverfed by the fame PoWer^ or a ftill higher, and grea- 
tir Authority ; according to tlie Fijth C^non of the 
Council af Nice, and the defign of their form% and com^ 
muriicAtory letters, without which none were to pafe 
from one Church tQ ajipther. Thus every Church is 
accountable to ifs Neighbour Churclies, andl fo to the 
whole Chyrch^for its ^io«s, that, one may not do, 
what the other undoes,without any regard to this Uni- 
ty, which would lead to qhe confufion and diftraftion 
of fijl. '^ Wherefore t<>.iJiii|; an end jo fuch differences 
when . rifen, ^ or obyistq^ty groj^iog mifcliief thereby, 
and to receive Appeals /ropti iperfons wiiQ tHinfc ;hem- 
felves Aggrieved, or injured by tl^eir own Bilhop or 
Church, a Ouncil of all^Bifhops in each Province i$ 
appointed twice in the yi?ar by the feine Canon, and in 
many others. But there w^snp mention then of any 
farther, or higher Appeal. (^)Thus an amicable coc- W f- ^y- 
refpondence, and mtimate communication was main- Ji^^,^^ p. 1,2. 
rained between the Neighbour Churches, and their ox. Ed. cum 
Govcrnours, and by them with others removed at a %^cufil*%'^i^ 
greater diftance throughout the world, tmmundum kL 

multammkfA 

divifajtm Eptfcopatus unm EfifcofoYum mulmm concdrdi riumtu^uu diffuftU. £t £p-3^«p»7 ^ 
Cmhfs mm nos deatpro Corpore totim ^edtfim, cu)ih ptr v Arias quafque proiiinciais mmbra di* 
ieliafitMtexcubare. " ' • ■ 

S. Aujguft. di unitati Ecelep^i c. 12. T. 7. p. $34. Ngque mm quia & in orbe tmmm 
fltrmqutKiinA dividunttatyidto Chrijtiana Hnitia dividitur, ckminutraqut parte CatboUc^ 
inviniatur Ecdifia* ^ . .: . 

Hiefe need no long proof, but may be taken as ge- 
nerally granted ; the main difpute will lie in the particu- 
lar application of the two laft. it 

^ '.'■'. O- • Now : , 
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Now to prevent as much as tnay be all difficulties 
about them, it itiay be added to the third of Z^ttrty tf 
Worjbif^ that it will be very convenient, if not abfo- 
lutclyneceflaryinanyfctled eftabliftied Church, that 
there be fome fet Forms of publick Nfiniflrations, with- 
out which it is hard for any to know before hand what 
they joyn with, eipecially for ftrangers. 

But then thefe Forms (hould be as plain, and fimple 
as poflit>Ie> with as little pretence as can be of any dan- 

fer to the known Wfll^ and Wcnrd of God. Fof no 
)b(igation wliatfoever can tie me to conununicare 
with anodier in that which be forbids ; and it will be 
a great temptation to more than Mpe£b this danger, 
Wnenmras^privateopinioosj orfoncitul traniporcs 
mingled with them, which have litde (hew of Seri- . 
pturb,or the general pra£hce of the Church in all Ages 
CO juftifie them. "II. 

Tl)e readied way I know of to prevent that hazard^ 

after all other c^re about the matters contained/ is to 

endeavour that thefe Offices be as near alike in all 

places as can well be, yet every di0erence in Judgment^ 

when no violence is o&red to the Foundation of Ca« 

tholick Faith and Unity, mull not break this Commu^ ; 

li^^^t:?' nion, according to that profeffion oiStjCyprian {a) Judg- 

cmhi^mfi ^^g ^^ ^^^9 nor excluding him from the right of Com- 

iib^i^LBdU^ munion if bethink otberwife; where the dilpute was 

^^McMu thought of no mean concern, efpecially in this caufe^ 

0t«f fjm cm^ Wliidi ( (^ ) St Angujiiu oft alledges againft the JD^Mt 

wrmfnfirk ^^^^' ^^^ boaftcd fo much of St. Cy^rUns judgment 
MMntu. againft his declared pradice. To the lame purpofe may 
kj>i Bapt. adv. be applied the treatment of (0 St Pohcarp in Rome by 
l79i!& fli^^ ^^icemthc Biftiopi though they differed about the 
Md. time of the celebration of Eafier^ and in otlier points^ 

^Kufcb.Ecdcf. which could not be agreed between them ; yet this lad 

Htttl»«kC«20* " i..ji9 ^ ••II- 

not only invited the former to Communion with him, 

but 
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m^tatrndinthi Church^ %n^^ it 

kit alfo-to ceiebrate the £uxed£utharift in bis Churchy 
as the words are generally interpreted ; whieh &. Ire- 
fi^us not long after urges wrongly aeainft FiSorj who • 
was haftening to exconjfitiunicate m^ Ajtan Chnrches 
for the fame diffetence, contrary to his Predeceflbrs 
prafticc. . ' . 

As to the Fourth of Vnity of DifiifUne, if Unity of 
Government in aH parts be not indtfpenfably neceffiiry 
to it, yet it will be to far, as not to abrogate, or invade 
the pofitive Xnftitutibhs of our Saviour himfelf herein, 
and be more dban convenient, that it be as conformable, 
as it is in our power to make it in one place, to what it 
is in another. It feems horribly prefumptuous, vk>- 
lently to thruft but of the Church that uovemment 
undet the, influence of whiffi €3hriftianity hath been 
conveyed, and prdervcd j&Om the Age of the Apoftli^ 
in i^e moft diflant placed, iipoii pretence of ereoing a 
new better Schertie Pt*m6dcl c* our ow»,^ or becade 
of the intricate ufe of one or two terms iii^ Scripture, . 
when tiie Church was itt its firft formation, chough 
againft the plain current of it in other places, and tie 
tminterrupted tradition of tfte whole Church. A 
Churdi indeed mull be more or kls perfeft according 
toitaOovernment, for fuitabla will be tlfeExercifeand 
Audiorityof itsDifcipIine* What allowance may be, . 
made for thofe, who defite to come as near as they can 
to the Primitive Pattern, though it be not in their 
power to reach it in many confiderable poincsr lam 
not now to difpute. Bat moftinexcufahle, andhighiy 
obnoxious are they, tharby extreme Violence, andhiliir- 
pation endeavour to deHroy what they found regular- 
ly eftabliihed to their 'haticis. • 

III. But we are htre nioft concerned with the bold . 
daimsof the \fti?m^iri/?j aAivdft their Moft obvious Dei^ 
fedions,- wWhave made it the prind]^ Bwd OiBUnk^ 
-'t C 2 in 
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in the Cat^iolick Church to be fubjeft to the See of 

. Rome, and the pretended Vicar of Chrift therein, as 

theUniverfal Head, and Monarch of the Church : 

' this th^y have determined as defide, and put into ,their 

very Creed, and excluded all that do not expre^y own 

/ • it. '• " ' ^ '*'.•''" •' 

Butagainfl: this as a great breach of Chriflian Unity 
we have many jull exceptions,; and bcfen. always ready 
« Birhopcir/^. to prove thei?i fo (i»^> ' ' . ./ 

T\t'^^\{A\ * ^ " '" that no evidence fronp Scripture appears of aftjjr - 
aioD""^ ' foch Authority conferred upon liim, or them : Hut 
Dr. BarrdTUf't many jftrong intimations of the contrary. The places 
fipSsuw*^ u&ajly allei^ed to make ^ood their Paim are fo-far 
inacy.. * 6^t^h ?»d:F little to their jcontaiji 

alotfe a Itrong prefumj^on again^. theni, and thi^if own 
Authorsibmetimes' fpeak ofthem with gre^t diftruf^ 
Here if any where fure ,we may (afely argue without 
d^ing to prefoibe R^uks tt)^ t« molt High, thi^t ina 
^ imtt€t, of fo great ^moment, had it been dejigried'^' ip 

would have TC6nmoft Bxplickly dclivered^aiidipremri; 
lymGulcated^ : . ; 

a. But that it was Tjor, we Have farther evidence 
£i:pmt;he fijencepi th^inioft Mci^nt, and beft^pfthers -^ 
c£ theChurc^i herein^ 7 v^qn they hive occafioRvto ex- 
. . u- . .'V - plam.the places tfmtteaon.:(i)iiay 
kuttmikir-mat,^.io7.qutUu ^xpifefly expounding them^ to. a . 
-/fptltetit omnibus faum ffttftatim tribu-. quite ditterenc Scnie, and dmwnr - 

jipifoii. quid fait pitm f»rf»nfirti» ■ 15^-,^ wai Autno^t^ ot one 
p*ditibnurit&p9ttffiatff^ . ' .Chucch, OT Biftiop pvcr Others. 
' rdm& tiii in ci)iffii.cm^iii»ii% And whctt the RomanBiflibp began 

S^^'^S^ZfetTi^ aiiy tjiirig tendingtbwards tkand 
mco tmou ad obfiquendi n^itatm cou ground^^d liis claihi upcin a falfly 

'^t&lHtufifU a^im T ».. ^jedged'aiHI^ orthe Council ^ 
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the Forgery, other Biftiops whotly Py^ ^^'^"*» Pv^ AUxUndrU, five tanig, 

aiiciaim ir, ana aeciare agaii^u it, potigtu HvitUrkm, & paufertatis bu- 
it, and warn him for the future not ff^^^itas vu fubUmiormy vu infmorm 

to difturb tlicir Regular proceedings ISm^IV.'*"'''' '""" ^'•' 

by, fuch unwarrantable praftices. *• . 

(f) As tlie African Bilho^Sj and the c vidf Epift. concUU AfricAiH Ad Bonir 

great St. AuJUh zmoag them in the ^^^^^i ^* * ?•• '^?'^* *^74. .Condi^ 

cafe of Appeals. It will be hard for \ ' . 

them to hnd »ny thing like ati Argument, or Example 

ofit within the ii^fl nye Cetiiries, at leaft which was 

not difowned, and . condemned by the reft of the 

Church, unleTs from fuch forged Writings, which they 

themfelves will fcarce now defend. 

3. In the following Ages w^have as good Teftimo- * 
ny from HiHory as almoft in any other matter of faft, 
by what lleps, and in what manner. this ftill growing 
power of the Church and Bifhbp oiRome advanced it 
lelf to the height which it now claims.(^) i Sec DtJ^vr/ 

.!• By Ufurpation upon,the Rights of other Churches, JJ*/^jint 
ev«ry degree of exaltation gained being the depreffion church Go- 
and dinjinution of them, till all power was in a manner I*'p°*ii^'7* 
fwallowed up by the Papal anibitibn, and none left to the CdTcrn. . 
any other, which was not dependant hereupon in its meat of the 
original, arid altogether precarious in its adminiftrati- ^c**firft 6©o ; 
on; ::$o that here, alone it muft be immediately derived yean, 
from Chriil, but to all others by &>mmiffion trbm him. 
Thus ill the chpice of the chief Governours of the 
Church all niuft await his confent, and. confirmation, 
where hp does not alone forcibly obtrude them, and 
muft pay for iina round fumfot arf acknowledgnient at 
their entrance, and an after tributary Periiion ibut of 
their jipcome, anjitakeafonpal Qath of fubje£Hon at 
their admittance, and own their own Authority' from [ 
\n% delegation, and be liable to have their Sentences ' 
tev«fedathis^^plea&re,andflwa$fer^^ . ; 
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and fian^ to the trial of it, when he is pleafed to call 
any caufc to himfel£ Nay, if a Controvcrfic arifc be- 
tween him and any Prince, or State, the whole King- 
donyot Nation fhall lie at once under his InterdiSj the 
Clergy be with-held from the excrcife of their Fun£H- 
on, and the People from the benefit of Publick Divine 
Worlhip and Sacraments! Of thefe and fuch like 
efl&ftsiof the plenitude of Apoftolick Power fo much 
talkt of lately, they would do well to flicw us any 
^hing like a Plea from Scripture or Antiquity ivithin 
the bounds forementioned, or for fcnne Ages>afrer itt 
the greatfer part : certainly fo great a change could not 
- be effcfted without fome notice and complaints, 
ftruglings and contentions; of which Church Hiflory 
isfuD. 

Their early Faith fpoken of tlitou^out tfaexvorld in 
St. Pauls titM. jrhe eminent Zeal of the firft Bifhops 
of that Church, mofl of whom, if we may credit the 
account generally received cA thern^ fealed to the former 
with their bloud. Their continued conftancy in the 
Orthodox Profeifion thereof amidfl: the corruptions or 
defection? of fo many others, particularly in the time 
of the Acridn Perfecution. The concurrent opinion 
of the Foundation of their Church being laid by the 
two chief Apoftles St Petered St. Pauii and the ho- 
nour of the Imperial Seat wherein they w^re pla- 
ced, &c. gave them g^eat repute/ and advantagious 
recommendation in thoife firft Ages. None will much 
contend with them about priority of Order or Prece- 
dence. But when the preheminencS of the firft 
Biihopcame to be improved into a Patriarchate, and 
ss^^y^Hb;^^ that fweUed into the the Tirie of theUniverial Bifhop, 
Kcgift.Ep.31! which (a) St. Gregory fo ieverely condemned in the 

M9fbiitmnt^infitiiuf9U^Bt$Miin^pfi*t^nim. ~ . 

- Bilhbp 
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Bilhcppf Cmfiantinople^ and char at lad grew into the 
ftileof ihtjole yicarofChrifl, andSoveraign Monarch 
(tf the whoteChutch^ when the incerpoTition of a Friend- 
ly, and Brotherly Arbitration, which all perfons in di^ 
ftrefs, or under the apprehenfions of injury are apt to 
flee unco, and amplinej made way by degrees for the 
diailengeof an ordinary Juriididion, and that at firfl: 
firom the pretence ciCoHMkalfriviledge to that Divine 
Might and Sanftion, and then to prevent all {crwipk 
about its detenmnations thefe rauft be back'd with 
che Yindkacion of an in&llible cpodud : When inftead 
of that charitable fupport they at firft readily beftow- 
ed on other Churches in their diflrefs, they now made 
life of this power to rob them of what was left, taking 
the adyantage of the poverty, and oppre(!ion of fome 
under the Common Enemy, pr the confufion of others 
through Domeflick diflra6lions,to raife themfelves out 
of their fpoils j then no wonder if .other Churches 
complain, and ftruggle under that yoke, which they 
could not prefendy, or eafily throw ofE 

Indeed, had not this claim of the Church and Bi- 
fliop of Rimte rifen tx> fuch an extravagant height in the 
arrogance of its pretended Title, and been ftreined 
to that excefein the exercife of its afliimed Authority 5 
fo as not to leave it in die power of other Churches to 
take all due and necef&ry care of their own members^ 
or provide fer tbem all needful fuppUes, th«fe might 
more eafily have born their ufurpation of more power 
riian eve^: they could prove belonged to theni. They 
th?it liave learnt the Humility of Chrifts School, and 
who are more concerned to perform their Duty than 
vindicate didr Privilege, andknowhow much (afe? it 
is to obey than command, andeafier to be Governed 
than m Govern, will not be much moved^ at what 
others fondly aflume, knowing ftill that the more 

difficult: 
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difficult account awaits them. But then this Powet 
became moil intolerable when it was made ufc of to 
'purpofes fo much woffc than it feif, which were befidc 

the former; , . 

X. The wcaknins of the power of Temporal PrinccSi 
tcneathtrft and difturbing the Civil Rights of men. la) Although 
cSminf ^^^ blefled Saviour aflured Pilate his Kingdom was not 
and »g*inh of t his world, yet his pretended Vicar here on earth can 
the Pppci hardly fay fo : for befide the Tenjporal Dominions 
*"\K7' ****•- unto which he. hath entitled himfelf a Sovereign 
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Prince, there are few other Kingdoms, or States on 
this fide of the world in which he hath not, or had 
not almofl: as great a fliarc of the Governmmt, as their 
immediate Princes; at leaft fo far as to pjcefcribc 
bounds to their Adminiilrations, and&bjed: in great 
meafure all Laws, and perfons to his Foreign Courts, 
Jurifdiftion, and Decrees, yea, their Purfes to his Ex- 
adtions ; and upon the leaft difpute hath withdrawn 
X . fo great a numbei: of his immediate dependants, who 

fcarce own any other Governours, and railed fo many 
difturbances, that great Princes and States have been 
force d at laft to yield. Not to mention , the Arrogance . 
it at length grew up «nto in detliromng Princes> giving 
their Kingdoms to others, authorizing their Subjc^ 
to rebel againft them, or all ways to oppofe them, and 
what oft follows, if not exprefled, to murder them : 
as in tWirlate Sentence againft fomc of our Neigh- 
bour Princes. . 

But before, much of this may be feen in the fong con- 
tentions between fomc of the Weftern Emperours, 
particularly Henry the Third, and Fourth, and the 
Popes, as we have them deicribed in their own Au- 
^uifhMU ^l^^J^s(^,) AWb to go po farther, thejc various Con- 
and all other tefts with fevcral bf our Kings, efpacjally jHenry the 
Hiftorians of ^^cWand tiii^ a ln)o ft Continual complaints in all our 

. . Parlia- 
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Parliaments before the Reformation pf the encroach- 
ments made by them upon the Civil Rights of Prince 
and Subjed by vexatiouis and chargeable Suks an4 
Appeals as far as Rome; by Inlbkncies and divers Ra- 
pines committed under the flielter of their proteftion, 
and defended from due puniftiment, and by their cx^ 
travagant Extortions, &c. abundantly prove. 

Now though thefe U/urpations grew by degree^ 
and were pradifed • in a diflferent manner, according to 
the condition of tliofe they had to do with^ or the tem- 
per of him that managed them ; yet they muft needs 
jfeemmoreor lefs grievous to all, when power fuifi- 
cknt was not Icf t ; to the greateft .Monarchs 
themfelves> or protect their Subjeds,. preferve. the. 
peacCj or promote the welfare, and provide for the 
fecurity of their t)wnG)untriesi Then no 'marvel if 
feme qf th^m erow weary, oflbirifupport^ble op- 
prcflions, andatlaft. take courage to grapple with, and 
CKtricatq themfolves from iiich maijifeft *encrpachhicnt$ 
upon their own^ and the Peoples CiviJ^ghts^ as well 
astheEcclefiafticalof the Church in their Dominions, 
and be forced to fome harfl> and almoft violent mc- 
tliods, when the - more gpptle and benign could prevail 
nothmg. ,.;...;,. 

J. But tefide thefe more publick Invafions upon 
Church and State, that which made the Ofurpation 
more odious and infufferable was the farther abufe of 
the fame extravagant power to bring in Ilrangc and 
dangerous Do£Ehnes, corrupt, and unlawful praftices 
into the Cl\urch, and impofe them upon all intheii: 
Communion,exa<3:ly fitted to feed tlttir Ambition, en- 
richtbeir Coffers, fecure their Authority ,and promote 
theit cafe and Luxury. :Such of ih^jirjl fort gre their' 
JDoftrincof TranfuDflantiation, and .Purgatory, of 
Merit, and Supererogation, the * m ultiplicity of v o ws, 

J> and 
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and dfilufiont in the Principles of Repentance^ and 
miniftration of Penance. Of the latter fort ztfi the 
Invocation of Saints, and Angels, Adorajtioa of Re- 
liques and Images, their half Communion, the Scri- 
pture lockt up, and Divine Service performed inanua^ 
known tongue, &c. 

Thefe and divers like them have proved great Scan- 
dals abroad, and {tumbling blocks at home, and what- 
ever varnifli they may put upon them by the faireCf 
pretences, or however they may caflra mm: before the 
eyes of their Difciples by nice diftiqdions, yet they 
have fo disfigured tt^e face of Ohrifliamty^ that he who 
compares the late appearances of it in the world wit^ 
the model of it laid down in Scripture^ or the Records 
of the Primitive Churchy can hardly betieveit the fame 
thing. r 

But the particulairs are not here to be difputed, they^ 
have fuificiently been confuted, and expofed, by Prote^ 
Hant Writers, and were by feveral before excepted 
againll^ and diidaimed, tjhough Ibme fufiered Cqverdy 
for fo doings and many more we may fuppoie waited 
an opportunity to free themielyes from theii: prei&ri^. 
Hiat which I am now mofl to ihfift imm is thiSr tlmt 
if the charge we draw up againft the^ k^ J&l^ood in 
judgment, grofs Superftition or Idolatry/jn Worfbip^ 
ancT immorality in manners,, be true and impartial, as 
- we have been ever ready to make good, and ihalldo 
againft al| the Artifices of the Demidants ; Then m 
Authority Avhatever, however regidarly founded, of 
unexceptionably (onveyedj^can obligetus to thefe,aga«iS: 
the revealed Will, or Word of God, die Pi6bpes, ot 
our Confdences, as we hope carefully, -and rightly i|i^ 
formed ; the&nfe and reaton of naankittd^ ^nd tfa^ Be- 
lief and prance of the Church in the fkft and purei| 
Ages.-, 

Gfeater 



<Qit2CerxaUfe y as there to endeavour <by all lawful 
ftieatisto tfarow <>^ icich in ufurped Power, that made 
6> ill ttib «f 1;?hat-it had unjiifUy gotten, and to reftote 
Rdi0Oflfo its pfimitiTe beauty in Dodrine, Worihip^ 

and Picc^pre^f Life;. 

ButalasittJttiy difficulties l^^in^ way o£ its ac- 
coihpliflf nteif t, and all poflible itrugline^, and contenti- 
ons byf<tt^ aiid poMcy weteu^ by the adveriePtfty 
to prarent }£» begihning,or obftruet it Progreft. Gfett 
Wsis Khelrliitief eft in eTeryplatid ; Strong was the infiu- 
eneeth^hadu^ perioad inAudiociiy $ Numerous 
were thdp Affiftants and Oi^pendaats at botae and 
&lH:<)ad ; W^ghty^was their concern whidiky. at iOakev 
and nKtf^ Wei^ QKiBdvaiitiiges irhii^ 'th(|y mi oi any 
that oppofcd them : So that no Hfoadct n aft^osma- 
%ion ib!oh^'Wt(ht)fer, aiidimteli'Wanted'Wftefo {low- 
ly d^ed. It is ttuthermoKe ibrUice ^HR in fo many 
^plftees k did mafterthdfe and Ibdt like enoumbfance^ 
4tld iftlb (ho¥t at^ne riiiide fo^oM^deraUca pcogrefe. 
If 'ih ibnuie f>la€« it prtebeded with leis Order, Uni- 
fOTMiey, im GklHUnfe than ^imid hate been ^miht £b>f 
in a RetigibU^ Refoimfltion, Neceiflt^ -in ^pasc* wi^ 
many perpltbted difficokiies «bid encmnbrtuaoes, may 
ittibme'meii&i!eexcafewiKU:n(r£jbW bcCoie-hand fuUy 
warttititi}. 

IV. ikrc kQ^ng others toranfifer ibc chemfelvcsy in 
>iMy ne jo; pattietitar iam to oonfidet hotv rqgukttly, and 
4kdatety it t^oceeded in ihcChmdi 'of Euffatt^withm 
the bounds <)f Oitholick Unity, 

I. With the <idncuf fence, and ^endool^ement all 
abng of the Suprtine Pbwte to free it from any but 
fufpidon of Rebellion* So it b^n at fitft with the 
breaking of the Papal yoke ci Sapi$^na(7,the Tranfla- 
tion of the Bible, and feme like preparatives toRe- 
forination under Henrj the Eighth^ add the mritted 
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Suffrages of his Parliaments, and the Bifiiops them- 
felvei aiereiri. It proceeded foitably to a further em- 
pro vement inmbft particulars under hisSonEdmatJ 
the Sixth. And at laft it came to itsfiill fettlement and 
eflabliftiment under Queen Elizaheth. The beginning 
and carrying on of the Reformation here was by fuch 
ioyalty of Principles, and Pradices that we challenge 
any Church in the World to a Comparifon therein. 
Indeed- this Was fo notorious, that her Roman Adverr 
faries have turned her Glory into a Reproach by up- 
braiding hcrt^ though moft invidioufly ,with the name of 
a Tarliamentary Religien 5 becaufe it received all along 
(b much countenance and affiflance fromthofe great 
. Ailemblie^ of all the thr^e Ellates of die Kingdom on. 
der their Headland Sovereign: 

a .' But farther to clear her of all juft imputation from 
btence, it mud be added that the whole work was car- 
ried • on witiv tht advice, and . mature deliberation 
of the Qergy aflembled in Convocation, reprcfenting 
the intire body of them, and therein a National Coun- 
cil. That they from tteir Education,, and prefumed 
Knowledge, as well as from their Office, and Ecclefi- 
afticalAnthority are ordinarily fitted to judge, debate, 
and determine of Religious, matters,.. will be, foon 
granted • But that the Civil Power- may, and ought 
fometimes to remind them of thfeir Duty, and reftraia 
them, from grofs Defeftions from it, may be proved by 
feveral Scripture Examples in the Old Teftamerit, and 
the Supereminence of their place. B^t happy is that 
Order and Unity- in which both Power-s are joyned to- 
gether for the fervice of God,, the fecurity of his 
Church, and promotion oi his true Religipn, as it 
was here : though it could not be expefted but tlie 
fipft attempts would meet with feveral difficulties,fierce 
Etebates^ and Controverfies, yet fliii the entire efta- 

blilhrnent 
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blilhraent was ratified by the reg^Iai; determination of 
the Clergy fo aflembled as before, as Vrcll as was after 
confkmed by the Royal Aflent. 

3 Yet ferther to juftifie themfelves from any affeiSei 
innovation in fuch a change, all was dona with the 
greateft Reverence, Refpcft, and Deference to the 
Ancient Church to clear their continued Unity there- 
with, 

!• \n Dpilrine. The ancient Creeds were tajcen for 
the foundation of its Confeffion, the four firfl General 
Councils are received with great 
Veneration, and a particular (a) In- V« '»*'^* canmm in Synods unii. 

JUnftipn was laid Upon Its MinifterS imfrimis vilhum m quid unquam do. 

to prefs upon none the neceflary "^»^ P^» mckm^ qmd d popuio rtii- 

Iv^lfVf nf ottv nnflrinp hiir wVi^t ^**/^ ^^^^^^ &crtdi vtlint^ nifi quod 
.Deiiet Ot any UOCtrme, but what c^nfmmum fit daarin^ Vnim Wno' 

may be proved from Scripture, and vi uftamena, quodque ex iUa ifl^L dooru 
the general current of the Expofi- »^/^'?^/'>' ^^^^^h ^'y^ttres zfifcoti 

tions 01 the Fathers thereupon. 
So careful it hath been in all points to keep within the 
bounds of CathoHck Principles, in thofe firfl inflilled 
into its young Difciples in the Catecliifm, and in 
thofe delivered in its Articles to be iiibfcribed by 
fuch to whom it entrufls any Office, that the pofitive 
fart of them will hardly be difowned by our very Ad- 
verfaries^ and can Icarce appear otherwife to any, than 
the common Faith of all Chriflian^of Orthodox repute 
in all Ages. And for other determinations in the Ne- 
gative flieonly declares thereby how Httle concerned 
ihe \s to receive or own the falfe or corrupt additions 
to the firfl unalterable Rule* No Church hath pro- 
.feffed and evidenced a more awful and tender regard to 
Antiquity next to the exprefs Word of God. Both 
which (he oft appeals to, dcfires to be rued by ; and 
where their footfleps are not fufficiently clear, choofes 
ttpttoimpofeuponher own Children, nor cenfure her 
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Neighbours; keeps ivithin the moft Mt, and 
boundariesi is not forward in dixttrnkiim flke tod 
intricate difputes, which have perplexed and cottfottod* 
ed many in their hafliy and tx^d Pditions, pottioihurly 
about the Divine Decrees, and fuch like fublimePoilics* 
In which few underftand where the nuiin ftreisf^-she 
Controverfte lies. It Dnay be none t^tk coni^hetid 
the depth of the matters upon which th« DecMoii 
dughtto be grounded. Btit alas how many haVe been 
. forward to by down, and fiercely contend fdr,6n ettcH 
fide,their private opittiotts herein as the firft Ritdiili^li^ 
of Thedogy , to be phtced in their very Cr^eijs 6t G^ 
tediifms, iiiid foa foundation muft be kid forendk^ 
Contofts and t>iVirions i But moft eaUtidUs^ha,ilh ottt 
Church been in not laying fuch occafioM to fall fii 
the w;iy of any: Sa that both fdrts cff AdiV^dkriiSft 
hav^ made tfaett conjplaints asatinft h^r (<3k hot -bc*^ 
ing. more pofitive, and partieumrly in fiich fledtto- 
tions^ though none* can chareb her 'jttAly Withd<if(iS; 

itt any point df Faith ibowird in the beft Ages ^ the 
C^hurch. 

z. As clear, and utiexceptionible hath1)ebn-hef {tfo- 
ceedins in Church GoUernmentt prefervihg tiiat fontt, ' 
which from all Teftimonies of Adtiquity hathcontiiHtt- 
ed in thie Church firoto the very Apoftles, under tlte 
^ conduft, and happy Influence of which Chrifliialnky 
hath been propagated, and contitiued thtoughout'the 
world. Whatever di^ent imeafures foilie othiEr Re- 
formed Churches have taken, whether forced t^ ne> 
ccfiity, <Jr fwaved by jparticular inclination, <ir pre- 
judice. The Church of £ff|/i»r^ kept up the-univer- 
ially received diftinftbrime Orders oiBiJhops, Pfie^fy 
and Deacons : not defiring to cenfure others, who eto 
befi: anfwer for themfelves, but endeavouring to con- 
fine her fetf to W}iat was ihoftCanonical, andRegulai^ 

and 
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and CO flicw how little afieded ihe was to altcratiofi 
from any cftablifhment, except in nptorious corrupti- 
ons and abufes : And how neceflary (he thought due 
Order and Subordination in. the Church to prevent 
Schifins and Herefies, and to give the greater Author 
lityand advantage to her Miniftrations ; and finally 
to free her felf from all fufoicion of irregularity in he? 
Succeflipn^ derived down from Chrift and his Apoftles, 
40vhich fhe, as much as any Church in the World, may 
pretend unto. And though fpme intermediate A^s 
nave been blemiihed with much degeneracy, yet me 
was concerned, only to feparate this, but retain, and 
convey down to others whatlbever good and whoUbm 
prpvifion ihe received from thofe before. 

Farther, to evince this, particular care was taken by 
exprefsLaw (a) to confirm the Rules of Government, * sccthcsti- 
or CtfwirX^H; before received in the Church till (om^i^^tht^^/gbr^ 
better provifion could be made fo ferasit contradifts "p.i9.sca.7. 
nottheLawoftheLand,or the Word ofGod; making vS^S'^l" 
as few changes in the outward face of tlie Church as Wl4, '^'* 
was poffible, and fenfibly proving it her defign pro 
perly not to de/lroy, but build, nor yet therein to ere£fe 
ft new, but reform an old Church. 

3* Alike Canonical, and orderly hath been her 
Gonftitution in matters of Worjhip. Her Fprms of 
Prayer and Praife with the whole order of iKr Liturgy 
are compofed with the greateft temper, and exprefted 
in the mbfl plain and comprehenfive terms to help for^ 
ward uniform Devotion, pious AiIe6hon, the moft 
Orthodox Ptofe/fion, and Qatholick Communion. Sq * 
that I think it may be univer&Uy affirmed,that there i$ 
not any thingrequircd in her publick Service Jioccf^y 
to thofq who communicate with her, wWch any that 
own the name of Qiriftians, or are own'd for fuch by 
^general body of than, can almoft icniple: unlefs > 

becavfc^ 
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becaiile it is a /^i!?rw, by one fort, and becaufe it 
i$ourfhy another fort. But how. unreafonable herein 
are both > So careful ihc hath been to lay the ground 
of mofl Catholick Unity , and to remove whatever 
might obftrud it. ^ 

This our ;ld verfaries the Rdmanifts confirmed by 
their own praftice, when for feveral years, as we have 

a cmdtni b^^jj i-qIJ (^a) in the beginning of Queen Elizabeths 

EK.atti57o. j^^gn^ they frequented our Churches, joyii'd in our 

Prayers and Praifes, attended on our Sermons an<i 
other Inflruftions, and received ( as fome add ) our 
Sacraments, according to the order for fubftance tlie 
fame as now, and had it is like done lo ftill, having 
^ nothing to object againft them but from the after-pro- 
hibition of the Fope, who had reafon to fear they who 
were fo well provided of all needful fuppty, and de- 
fence at home might thus by degrees be withdrawn 
from fubjeftion to his Authority abroad ; that darling 
point never to bedifpenfed, or parted with, whatjeycr 

htmdtni elfe might have been yielded (4) 

E//\.an. 15*0? q^. Reformers . who compofed our Litm^y carefully 

colleded the reniainders of true Primitive Devotion 
then in ufe, and Jeparated from them all thofe corrupt 
additions, wljuch ignorance, fuperflition,, and crafty 
policy had mixed therewith. Therefore it is fo far 
from being an obje£tion, that any part of our.Liturgy 
was tranflated from the Roman Offices, that while no- 
thing is retained contrary to wholfom Dodrine, and 
found Piety, it is a convincing argument of her impar- 
tial Sincerity, and defire to preferve Uniformity, as 
much as polTible, with all Chriftians abroad, as well as 
at home in.her own Members : fecuring all the Subflan- 
t ials of Worfliip. according to the plain fcnfe of Scri- 
pture, and the pattern of uie Primitive Church. 

And 
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And as to CircHmJimtials and Ceremonks^ Ihc is fen- , 
fiblc when they arc too numerous how apt they arc to 
darken the inWard, and more eflential luftcr ot Religi- 
on, and prove a Burden inftead oi a Relief to its Wor- 
M^r which (he takes notice (c)St.^i(gig///» com plain'd \^^1^^^ ^'^ 
ofinliistime: But have fmce ib encreafed in theEa- j^/aycr^^on!" 
ftern, as well as Weftern Churches, tltat it muft argue^ccrning ccr^- 
k gtcataw to -mak€ the Service look Uke any thing fc^^jg)^^^^^^ 
rious and Sacred. However this number alone, where liihcd. 
the particulars are not otlicr wife obnoxious, tempts 
fome to Cpend adl their ^zeal therein^ and diverts chcm 
icom titing^ more ncceflary, or gives too much occafi- 
on to othersto quarrdlab^t them. Yet. withaF being 
appcehenfivc liow needful it would be to maintain Or- 
dfirjand Decency, She hath kept fome, though very 
few, and thofe mod plain» and unexceptionable in . 
their nature, mod fignificative of the end for which 
they Wiece a[^iiited> -atid mod ancient, and uniy erial 
int&njT Inftiinittony and prd^ice, hinted in the title of 
ouj: Liturgy ss itds changed from the fotmen And to 
prevent all difiercnces hereabout, ihe hath exprefled 
lier fcnfenrf them (6 clearly, and explkitely, that one 
would thmk no peevilh obdinacy had room to inter- . 

poiea fcpiplekxwev^: the event hath i^^^ 

. Xhiisabiindafltly hath ifce Church of Englani v\tx^ 
<licated her ReForttiatton frdm all pretence of Apoda- 
cy from the True, Ancient, Catholick, and Apodo- - 
lick Chiifidiyvand ^liswed) in alt indances how careful 
ih«iiatfcboeft/^/>i*^h^?'ri^ Sphit in tJje 

/Wi^/^MdO^wlthaflntiiieiMettibets ^h^ttoi. Nor hath ' 
Hie. been Ivahtiii^ sis aiiy refpeft or i:^ret^e ^c there*'. 
tmtw '^ Cluudi being m<>i% i::auti(kis» afid fparin^* 
i)»ltfili^eeiniiinatiQia5, jporrXSbfnoM^ in^ its ItA^ti* 
oni^l n;eri9jR^laBians$^Q|ttil<)il^ ii)«r»}«^^hii!r4lEiaP 
l]teiitlibX^tmu^ n«c^y rft^itwAW 
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her own Children So within the bounds of Catholick 
Unity, tlwt had other Oiqrclies obfervcd the like me- 
thod , or mcafurcs, way had been njadc for an univer- 
. .. ^ ■.,-,■ ial confenti (a) and cvtry true 
'^7r.t"xrZiZ^iZu^m Chriftian where ever he came 
-rami^M u*npii <rvu^oA«t<9ii ft7>o«/>«t- would have found liis owti Qtuixh 
^S/xVw ^/^ iiWjx*Ai.W<ti tf:ci^A^fi vvhcrewitb co communicare with- 

"^-^^^A^^ outhefitaflcy ift all Religious Of- 

b Sr. ^«,^i^;i. adv. Epift Miol<*.T,(5> fjecs, AikI as^,^) St. Au^iifiw tky t 

P ^ ■^- ^ fcrycd ill his: jinie, lie wxniki liive 

pccded but to enquire • ios the Ca- * 
cholick Churchy atid no S<ii^(matick:WiMyL have dared 
to divert him to jl|eir Got^VenticleJv : , \:y oi . . .;•: /: 

But if after the:confvifia«$» and difocrffccsdfifom- -^ 
ny Centuries amidf]: fuch pi d^pfaved ftaccda^ioMfU|Jt ^ 
niannerSy diver fities pf opinion, atsid petplexc; Jn- 
terefts, io great a happmcfe Jbc not. cor be hopcd:ifor * 
now: tliat pny^ate perrpn>'^.:pai;cicuidc(<ifhoem/ ipiU 

dear theniicWes b^oTQ God«.a^ 
dp wliat i§ in their power Howards it; ^and prsyl to 
Him to amend what they canape change^ and in The 
mean time make {he txid.ufe of wlutineat» thfty 
enjoy. . . .. ^ ..• .. > •^•: : -*• -^• 

Upon which Pr^mifes an. i^(k&i«itfd^ 
the pill cavilling ^^fliolii . Where was i yoinr Cfatbch 
before the Reformation, or tha(time^ 
. We anfwer Juft where it is: Therehtynb newChurcii 
was iet up ; no v^xf^ Articles of Faitli bcau,^ in y no 
tkyj{ Saoi^m^ncs,iiQ^ew osier.of Pri^ooal w 
i^'lioly*^ thing$ : «!} wlvf^b. wovlld faalYr dadeeck«6guij^^ 
new Mirac!cs» andj4 Vfi9t tmmediaiie Authcmt7:fiib»ft* 
Heaven fo a^tefted : X)«ly theciU lirfice iJufg(6d kmm^ 
impurii^ in \^K>&fmuM^ ,afld«raaic8, whtebii 
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to do. lifwc were in the Catholick Church befofc, 
Wcarcfoflill, and hope, to better purpofc. We are 
'not therefore out of it, becaufe their rafh Ccnfurcs 
liave excluded us and then they unrcafonably take aA- 
vantage to argue agasnft us from their own aft: Wc 
never fornwlly Ihut them out what ever tkcy have 
done to us. 

What degrees of corruption in Faith or Manners 
may be confillcnt with the bare being of a Church, ot 
tlie pofllbility of (alvation therein, is needlefs and dan- 
gerous for us nicely to enquire : it may be impoflibJe 
torus to know. I am furc it is moft fafe for us to tc- 
form what we know to be amil$» and to leave thole 
who do not^ to ftand or fall by their own Marten It 
is a very ill requiul of our Charity if ic be turned ux- 
to a weapon of offence to wound, or (lay us,by that by 
which we Ibcwed our defire oftheir pircBuc tlKy and 
we muft (land another trial, and await a final infalli- 
ble Sentence, which purs here cannot clumge* The 
* bcfl: fefeurity that we l^now to meet it with comfort wijl 
be to ufetne moll (Irid impartiality without felves, 
and the greatell Charity to others. 

Yet our Adverfaries dory in nothing more than in 

[the name 6{ i\iz Catholick Cburcb^ and bpaft in noTitffe 

' fomuch as that of Cafhol/ch,\vhich hath haddeferved- 

ly fo great veneration in all Antiquity. 

; But their claim here truly examii^d will prove as 

fallacious and artog^t as in ai^ other indahcc. For 

the ictm Cafhol/ck if :wc tefpea the notatidh of tl^e 

\iord, or the mofl conflant uie of it, is the fame as 

VttivcKJjU and fo joyned to the Church fignifies the 

general Body of all Chriftiins difbcrfed thoughoyt 

die World, oppofedto any diftind Party i or feparate 

Communion. . ^ 
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,, ' . . , . _ ' Thus wc find it conftandy ap- 

p.n^\,.au cmi i»tn nu vnfmr plicd b/ St. ^HgupM in all his 

uH fit Bechfit, Htrm tfudnth *n afud XraAs againlc tile Denafijls, and 10 

^rffl"?:^rL^T«//?. opoofedtothcmwho wentalxwt 

xomittt tftinditenty quU per totum eji. tO ihuC it Up VVicUm theit OWn Pat- 

hidx,^ p,st At brifiiEtetefiACMmu. ^y ^^^ llrcitncd CommUnion; 

tmminm in Bmnik « e^tibia deficit m thcreiti too cloidy wiitatcd by our . 
#jf. £t c.4.fl^ f/i5 c<»7<>rr quod tft Eccit- AdvcrfaticSf who, iti fpiceof name 

jHcH-nm,, qjunq.ijijsu^di.ur, fidi» Of thirty, make the fame loclofurcs 
ttiifka fmtjipiJiU i»vtnUtu,r, mtnifi- about tlic CathoUck as about the 

lrcf./;!S/i!'«J.^2£S'S: ^otnza Church, and are as free in 
rsijj'i dicit de cMtro munda Ecdtfumy fs tlicir lovcrcft ccnlurcs ot all ocliers, 
in fjtte DofiAtr, in !j^:a ^fricl remanfi^^^^ and as hauslity in .what they at 

ktciifiaUhoUca.r.i.^i^P'^^ritici lumc to tlicmfclves alone as they 

dt Dftf fatfa ftntiindalpfim fi m vioUntt were , thoUgh HOt proceeding 

fS^lrS^SlK'^^^.' upon Che fame grounds. . ButAvhat 
Hxrtticm prthnt ad EccUfiim cathii^ that holy Father evcty where prei- 
fam,qu^diiiiHj)im,nec schifmatiaa fcthupon them reacheth as nearly 

^ our Antagoniits ; the ind itpcnfeblc 

ncccfllty of Charity, that great bond oi Unity in the 
Church, and principal evidence of the Divine Spirit, 
which animates the whole, without which the higbefl: 
gifts, and moft Sacred Miniftrations are rendred in- 
y , eflcdlual. This is one of the prime Qiara£leri(lid^ 
notes of tlie true Cathohck Church, and every living 
Member thereof, and nothing is more oppofite to their 
Principles aud Pradices, who have formally excluded 
all other Chriflians and Churches ^m any fhare 
thcrcrnpiet ipniy thofc in the Weft, that havcdefer- 
vedly caft ofTthat power> which they had un juftly ar- 
rogated, and tyrannically exerciiedt but alio the (jr^^^x, 
and oth«rs inlhe Eaft, that never owned any fubje^tion 
to them. 

But moft fecurcly may the Church of England glory 
in trueCatlv)Ucifm, which to all her other privikges, 

» and 
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and advantages ch&c ihe itOiy boaft of above almolt 
any other Church; ftill maintains, and evidences the 
greateft charity td others of any that I know in the 
world ; 4?nakes no other inclofurcs than tliofe wliich / : 
God himfelf hath niadei not afliiming any Authority \ :■. ,, ' 
to command, yea,or tbpafs hafty judgment upon any, 
but only to provide for her own the Dcft (lie can, and 
with fudi tender regard to common Chriftianity, ahd 
' the Rights of all other Churclies, that Ihcfeefl^dt-, 
'. fignediy to have chalkt out tlie way of reft^rtn2.th^. • 
moft defirablc fruits of Chriftian Urtl^ thlbu^iouc : 
• the whole Church;- and we fhould have beep feasible 
of confide rible efteds by it, had other Churclics'puc* 

fuedlikemwhods^ 

« • 

? • . • . • • 

That Church fure is moACatbol/ci that makes pro- 
vifion for the moft Cachdlick Communion, Peace, and 

' Unity, and which impoies no odier terms or conditi* 
ofts of it but thoic moft univeriaily received through* 
out gii Ages, in all places,and by almoft all Chriftians ; 
whith may foon decide the competition, whether the 
Chutch ol England more truly vindicates to. her Iblf 
a part 'of the Catholick Church, or they of Rmc ac- 

; rogate to themfeber the whole ^ Or which are the 
Schifmaticksfromit, they whjch exclude none, whom 
they own no power over, but invite all to them, and 
joyn ivith any in what is good, and agreeable to the. 
Inftitutions of our common Lord; or they whoftuit. ^ 
out all but thofewhowiU fubvje^ themfelves toth^ir?'^ 

llfurptAuthority,an^^^ .^irnAlUm^ justnkn. m^K^. . 

ftable ImpoiitiDns. C^) ; a cnridxm^ %r^i^.f.7tCoKld. ^ 

Farther the term Catkalick is ««^ /* vttk^schifmAtiem. qgffei 

;&metim« akcnfot OrtM.x. and fr^/^S^^S^fT. 
to Che Camolick, Church inter pre-; tififmi fiptjtiim h a $fndim tip^ 
ted for that which holds the Oatho- f f^** 
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iick Faith oppafed xo'.ixerciiekl. Opinions >nd Do^rin^ es 

: well as CQ 3chiiiq.^(ical Separatj" 
R.cri/.HiW.cat 18. p5a?.;c|t5jr. 6ns. (^) In tlmfcnfe tbc Church 

•wr, >d •'^,'? A«(*ji«i. VsiA'xfe ^ : the Cathctttan iQ>pi:ch : asiujy 

;i«u%r"''^'"'"-.'" ticks of Cbtiftiaa FSith dcliv«<jj 

in Spripturcandriegdvcid in cIk Pri- 
mitive Ages for more dian fivchgndtod years» No 
:i^r incipies 4ia.ving been . fo formally li^atred then* aod 
; tbcfome tkiift afcer» as thcCatholick Ffiith of allCferi- 

^-' -flians, and* as fuch nccefliry ro beown'd, which Hie 

^' rcjeds: wiia^ver private opinfionsrhcrs might be then 

' ?mong fome eminent Doftors of the Chucch in wiiidi 

they oft differed one from the other» or although there 
might ' be fi>me obfervaiicfii: (hea gently recdVed 
which ihc chinks her felf not boimd to retain* f - 

'■ But ill will thisCharadec agree totheRomaitifl^ 
ii?ho havo^added fo many inew. dbogorouisi^^.Arjtidks'tt 
the common Fakh oi Chnftians, ttoi oply ^fid^ die 
original Rde, whichthey cannot bitt mva wi£l) HSbiit 
tooofrefi againft it, qikI ths profenedbelief of tbeiirfl:^ 
and bdlAg^ of the Church. Wherefore \vc:re|ed: 
;.»atthei^imievaki6nsniQefly fifOHMiegM 
boGMfenotfojIBdemlyp^^ way of 

iarguine hath been always ailowed in tberFvndamco- 
rtats or Faith, <w'hid> muft be j^aundod upon express 
Divine Authority - and ITefliinDay. ) But we lay the 
^gtea t4ft-ftreis of ^bui^ayeriata^ 
, . , >; , re^oPpoiitioi^.whicRo^^ of 

' them luvetb the common Faitl|^ $nd fe¥»kd:WitL of 
God whit^, thcyi;artd we bothjowm: ; Atnl fuccly that 
Clwfc^ ia this,af:ceptation^inofl: C^^ 
<m ImrhCatlviti^ I^t)ci«Jes^aiidi:(^arsaU mhftrs to W 
examined by ch^ towtiiwbiie; '• ;. ^^ .. v • . 1 ^ ; 

; H V. But 
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mMitain^ in the Church d/Ervgland, ji 

"V, But in the fifth place fome ObjfetS ions iic in cur ' 
way fit to be anfwercd. 

■:O'bje0. i; They'orgeaga^ft ustlutiWcrejiiHrlevcfal. 
, Ooflrirtcs fincc fbrBiatiy Qctcrmirtcd th tKe'Church by- 
the known and received- Authority thercSf in Couneils' 
more gencpal, or particular, which they prctchd were' 
believed through all A^es, but then eltaHtffied whcrf' 
tlieycanic'fifft tobcciltedrnqueftioii. ' ''. *,' i- 

I :Anjiv. We^are not hrttehcDncwaed mriie'ifitflpwP 
of the otjeS'ion, thouglvvcry. many eJtccptionis'rtii^Kt' 
cDme.in cfpecially aj to-riw formstity; and rc§;alaAtj'' 
oiihoie Councils i but as -to- the ^'ter par tin ts^idi fcher 
oani'ifljfefe lie* -hetcy ftftfr-nesftr-i^Iufef ^--iS^^trj-jH 
. thereof. , .: !,:,i,-rv;,.i!:.(^ ..-■.:::; , 

. ». Fram ScjSpCurc"i(gaiiift*hrchn*AU'£hc)rity{Ci*il,, 
Of Ecclefiaftical, m fit^o perfons; or tlic grcatcft Ailfeni' ' 
Wiijs* no rrinBr, orcuftOmiOf what--"'^ - \ •':"-' '^' " . 
e.'HTidaccicaiifMfeibcJ <*>''i"hii ' 5 tw^litit'^f ''^(^iii<J« w'*'"''* 
hMli;lw5i«»ri«iVri'ii»eI liife- '^f'f'^.^'^^SIilTu^Z 
as'thctpofefr^iintirBltmeaf ^alf KSat?-.t^"VS^ 
fweeffirj clo£tritte» of FairtT, and fjimn: '_ ■• ■' ,, 

pi«aicB,'ofj«[hicli abulia '",*$.•««>• 

ttiint'fl«t&K ,t;b,;"o"; t^^a,^ 

,if ,i ',- ;1 ;L .-?.:> ".-■'- UDamititim. 

A;Hi<«^>4f./rt^y:t.s.} rwo, Siste- 

rs i .;A .U'^;;:!:: ""■■'' f i'itni:-| li" 

OnAiailiijiriniu^h eilluPKiiei^ tiSim^«i 
dicloiis tliiicn£«!tH <i<id,?«c<iMiiet!iBS$^ivc^%cprcfs 
(fadiitiiaitt %t iiift tfceiltji as'itMHcf Kkupi^'d at this' 
iSAiqouJnttot^e#Ali(iH'4f tHfe {inhidbdi'qf tf 
harOi an iinpuotlmrwifielt'I^'«t'lKt<:WStfi'vl<i'aiirg(:' 
agccacpaitoi the Church foraconfidecabic time, ana 
■i','.'^ ' that 
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t "^ ^^eUukj^ of the CMholkKOm^ - 

that they and w« may belefs fcandaliz'd at the Rift 
mention of thefe dcfedions, 

^.Wemayconrider the various Cautions in the New 
XclUmcnt againft cqrrupt Do^Q^riojSS^ and Mamiecs^ 
which at the leafl in general are foretold would creep 
into the Church, if^ fomc of tliem we now * charge be 
n^ particularly defcribedl therein. 

^. We may compare fnfiix^pM faft with the cxpcrir. 
av;eqf the^iike degetiera^y «^'the Jewtih:Churdi in 
v^ousinl\ance$ fo ne^ly refembling th^fe as nothing ^ 
r^irc, andfro^ che £»me ple^ of Oral Tradition, yet > 
^g^inift as/ple^r^vidence^ and as emphatical promifes to * 

IH^!f(9^J?^^"f^ from Appj[lacyjsi9 a^iy pjptrticular Chusch > 
^^ ^ at leafl: can now pretend to. .: fu 

t ,5. Wa may Qopfiilt j;he c&pdency of lipft imahkind. 
It) the befl: how wsak it. is» and. ,apt .to,bci imftokdjcki^ ' 
laothers how prone to CQ)rrupj:> aqd dtfix>ixthe bed In- ' 
ftkutiogs^ caft ji mift'\?ciQj« tlift^^ 
aMoftetrViolenco i^to the ilD90gcdieotiyM):iiBt)S'^ 
IhetceD'tlteir vice$> and i^emoce ^irrwifirstttantabl^s^ 
interefts, efpedaliy i[n times <^ eafo, plentyJy andoat-^ 
wwdp^o^ity. In which wcmaycompatocommoiit 
;. e;ii);i^fiphe?^> Sq^if^r wJaiQlx faoMrewer. wifi^ 

^ cMe£)^^ ^V\ firftr < r^larly founded, imd: ^tbtt^yt 
g^^ch^|©H Stt^^^ without a very careful Infpedlion, 
and fomei^mesvigorus 0ppoficionvib tixstny <^nru]ptfoAs 
< ]will creeping to ntfed if dipieni reJfbrmatibriStb reduce 
them back to their primitive Confl:itut]on. And al- 
*WrIk^: cfe^al ptfflii^qiigte |«<«(mbena^ ^fof Ac 
gu;^d 1^ cpfiMjn (fOrfsObHrdiii ydcrm^ithebSaP 
pture, or cxp^i^nce wattant 9$^ tfit expo&^t&bappy f tt^' 
fluence :by.mii^acle& 119^^^ i^z^^ie&Sttog) orrhat 
f which may 1}eaccof|)pl|^^^^^^^^^ 
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nclandr ii 

; • 6V Wc majr rcflc(^ upon th? f^rticular Ages of the. 
Churchy which wc Charge cfjiwiaify with tiicfe dcfc- i 
<9tions ffpm a^^ t^e ci^th^jfriij«y co the Rcforini. 
tfolirwJ^^^ if afl Of i^oft of ch6iti4^ Aoc comeio/ 
y^t t^cy; gccw to th^t pxtnngaLnt h^ghtti, as to gam 
cftabliffiakfnt fijTr l^rinci^^ Chtilliaimy. Tnefe; 
Ages are charged byjheir $)^n Auc^orSi as well as» 
oiirs, ahd'ffand moft fenifibly conviftof chc groflcft 
Barbarifnu Sti^jditfi ;Igftorance» * depraved* Manneirs, 
and all Tqcli c(ytiipt I^^ in all Orders and De-^ 

grcfes, crpecially the ruling part, -as were moft likciy to ^ 
make way for luch Changes, and Inflpvations. 

,7. We. luve (ome farther fertfibk ^oof of a dcfign ; 
in jmany.)ivitlm . 

of /orhersf/ind Bring^ . |n^A^!i|gc.I>c^iim% and kiqii^f- • 
r;:|ntable Pi^dicq^^l^y tf|e Marty. Fabuiinis Stories,! 
feigned Apparitions, andRevelatioti^, feverai of whidh^ 
they themielves will^ hardly now "defend^ then brought * 
into jdie ChuTf h tpioo^fitmL t\]^^i pt>iiic;i riiicb&recice^ ^ 
and whicli almoi): oi^y ^ {he^ p^ojpA: idicnc'mccivfcd for ^' 
their Inflru^ions, ;^o entice theofi firll int6 ran' a wfbl * 
opinion of/ and then;| coi^dent r^Udnceupoh thefe 
cnings;* : . . - . / 

JNay fatthei^^: at^^ 
w^Tch dien crept into the world under the moft ventf^ ' 
ra|)le nam^s of the renowned FatbesstxTihe Churcli, 
now mofliy difcarded by therofehrcs, when their 
ihamelefs Impudence hath been fo fully expofed, yec 
-few 0/ them f;hcre arein which this contrivance is not 
legiblte throughout' 'to^ advance thcfe Opinions^, and • 
JPn&iccs^ 5b that we airdindebted to tfaeRjcformacion, 
thoiegreacinQawhi$:h laboured in it, and ibmeof the - 
mi^mod&ate and; learned of their own fidC) with die 
Actpi ?iciatVfgthenhaintw^yU*n^oaki xhacaimofl 
ai^nci^Auwors, and Records have not loft their 

F Authci- 
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54 TleMnifn of the Catbji^VOf«rc^^ , 

Auchorilyi which Would have ^en much .endat^ 
aoabng {uch grofsdepravcr S of AnBi^ity^whofe cobftanc 
bufmeis it was to mar good AutlK)'rs py their Interpo*\ 
lationsj Additions, or Subftradtons : or yenc new ones 
utider counterfek Old nanlfcs to fefvc tjiieir corrupt ond?'^ 
But wc are (bmewharbdioMen^te 'their ignoftiicej 
and (lupidity, for doing It fo grofly tfiat there xVasneqcf; 
of little skill or oblervation to difcover their Inv 
poflures. 

8. To which may be added ih the faltpfacB againft ' 
the fuppofed prefumptiotif in private perfenSi^ or parti- 
cular Churches to judge of publiek Eftablifhnients by 
a feeming Superiour Authority! that without fo^ie 
judgment of difcretion in the former there is no room 
for a proper Moral Ail^yfiwdPtefi are tl^e^^^^ ot 

au truly Religious OUfgatiOn,^ Wliidi ah abfplute im« 
plicite faith pctfeaiy deftwys.' But whilft every man 
is bound to prove nis own work, and mu(l: bear his 
own burden, he mud examine the grounds of bis 
ali^t acccirding te h|s capacity, and determine himfetf 
by the bed: modve^ Ire can fiocure, andis concerned 
at hisutmoft peril codo it with all due re(pedt to the 
AuthcHity 9nd judgment of his Superiours, as well 
as the evidence ^ the things themfelves, whic;!) 
are no: )^ere w ^y Government hcfyk thought ia-* 
€on(lfien& .; v . 

' Thefe Confiderations duly weighed may obviate 
ibofe. firft prejudices which ufually lie in the way t(y 
intercept all thougl^s of farther trial j and examination 
' o£.particular: Poiqc^ in comroverfie, and may- ftlence ^ : 
or fbame the Iflte idler vaunts of Ricb who pretend to ;. , 
realbii us out of our fcnfes, and undertake to demons \ 
fixate It h priori impoflible that ever anv faUe opinion 
ifaould get into the Church, or prevail therein. I wiih 
ihefe mea> would try tteir p^ins, and fubdlt^ to prove;^ 
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mdtntamdm the Church if jEnglan3. tW 

it impoffible there could be any fuch thinga^ wilful fin 
in^he Wol^ki. I br^^etll^y *|tii^t have as good To- 
l»cks to ^^ebiencfitp^c 9^6itii altefttitB^Hons o^ Kazion or 
fae«re(fc ^/But.rft<ktb«'irti>^ here- 

in they-would hardly bdieve chemfetves/ or becredi- 
cbd by 6thc» agatnft their ex^rience. It were well 
if 4iey migbtprevafi X^ itnaloc diac^efs frequent which 
atilJiiittfto\«'n U) Unteafoi^able'ia itfdf, >attd dd^rOd^ivc 

' OifeH.t: But our Advcrfaries will yc{ iwge upon usV 
that ^^pofing, not granting fuch a degeneracy in the 
Churchi and need of JReforma&ion : yet this fliouid 
hsLifc been done in order Jt6 ^ktvc Catholic k TMlty by 
rcomnadn cohfdiit ina-gMe^ral Gduncit; and with inoft 
mature deliberation, and confultation. 
» Amf^. I. Tlti^ was mbft car^eftly dcfired, and infi- 
xed on by tbe iitft Reformers, wicnels the great 
.Impcfttdttities o£ Chit^ides {hdiFifthwitk che Popeupdft 
ttaiisinftartce. -' .. ..^ ,1 m ^ 

I'/'When this fcemirtgly prevailed, and a pretended 
^ Coancilwas called, it was far from being free orgc- 
.n^tAl The Icaiiani^ and meer titular Btihops out- 
:. nmnbrdd all t^refti ^aiidbpthx>fteian4^ theotiier wefe 
^overawed by- t!»P0pesimmediate Depbidants or De- 

- fegaSttsl fiina all tilings 'cari:ied by fuch (Iratagcms of 
. Policy, oi pattiality of Inccrcft that tlic only^care ta. 

ken was to fix the dileare, and not provide for the cure 
' b^ the beOHaecouttt we havc^ tfaofe traolafibions .* So 

^.timt fom# Priioces of tiieic o«^n Conuninibn entr>td ' 
' their I^floteiiations againft its prooeediti^ difowning 
-.:<any Obligation to be tied up to their deter mina- 

- tiohs.' : . , 

^'j., . 5* Astbe divided^ {late of <^ri{faendom howihnds, 
z'it'tm rattier tabe vHfir'd for, th^ ^pol^d almofl 

T ; • :: Fa From 



if ThUw^^f\htC^M(k Church r 

FtoRi tlv di^tnt IntoKifts and iftcUnatioiis «i 

Brincos, whp will hardly ag)se$-c<i|gethec io< Ehe3ii|ii' 

moos, pUoei ox dmc ci-oicstiagi -m abou&che peiibvis 

who are to re(b(C takiroBiir<Mf-:i($^MXftl;DiQ!i|inj^ 

While tlie Roman -Efltipire wat tntire^ the Empd!<9uis 

Edift alon^ was Simmions fiiffieient to alinc^ the. 

whole: Chriftian Chttrdx &» ikow who ^l.kiU^e 

iipOQ .kin .to call, or; tftvafeei ft» :ni9fiy fr«m ftn dtftaot 

places no way under bis Authority? And that- 'the 

,Popeever pretended tothis pof^erttUof l&c^^ tfmH&toi 

ibe pleaded i^ainft fuch dear IvidenoeSi and Exainples ;. 

and where be is fo much ootScen^, it wiU beiudgod 

■irioreunreafoAableibrhimta-.demflndiCi :Jfthis.dtffi- 

Mculcy^vcre pverijomc by any confent. «r condofcenfion: . 

yet (o- many iealoufies, and croTs into^elU ^re be-. 

.hind, tbatwill.be, and have been laid iti.^ wayo£^ 

-jheirfird meeting together vHtha^reqaifttc pcactefiie 

idi^prttionviis;iceni)t ieafily iite«&en« and jMs; readily 

governed ; not to intitfrpofe thedifficultteiiofichtftiolir- 

Ineysfrom fuch diftanc t^l^des. and'' e£;thedlftoncinu'! 

aoce fo long ictm home.of the:chief GoytettmusitiC 

.the Church : jnaay doubts «id-«eintioYerGes .la£ the 

f number, and ^laiity ofrpcMoss .hawing, tig]tot6^ voce 

therein by .chemfcjvcs^sot: R flf y dfci i fa civfc&owili mt 

foon be adjured, and'wiiiiout tl^iandfuchlifcecb:- 

. cermined^tWeis no.-prie|HiraCiott made for'&venetablc 

.aQ Ailembly*. 

<- After all, when neviEr bdofyrnKt; we Mv^ Jitit^ 
MKitfi^tn l Reafom PrQQ|a&,brExamplfi.to iuppo^ themiri^Qwin- 
M^m.Tct'' *^W:^y guJdcd^^ their detkminations,li«: ^iilbticHcy 
tDiii«i.irpMK- or the greatei^parc may be niiftakcn themfiUfores,- or 
^i*^>* mifldud others, through paflion, and £d^ intecdft,-'t>r 

awfytiftfae iidifeor^obrent i6fca'iii6ltijcude» 

impofedjonby thetnraftytHe dt^cjoonfiders mattiac 

, mpre than the|$n<^Schemc$i and maftiibb^ 

-- I Reafonii^^ 
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ifoirittgs^<5jFhis own brain,hoW thingsareoft ftrangc- * 
^ Ijr and Urtaceoi^tably carried in publick meetings of 

" tt«ftiiCfil^^ y^av in Ibmc Councils 

"ilhdmfelv^, iricl 'forhe of very (acred * Repute in 

'the C3iflr<b, (a) will ihlAk fliis ilo hard ftippofal ^ « Cri^. N^^ 




Vt<J*6ri?tr<Jni their Duty : AiiaVery prcfumpcuous it is to p 4u. neid, , 
^'diarge Utie Su|*emeT>rovidcnce of defeft in^the^pro- !»'g'*y'^-^^^ 

yifion for the continuance of^ his Church if ttey be ca- ^^ ^* 
"jpkble' to fall away ( yea, let God be true but cvecy 
'toaii i tlarWheri broimht in oompetition. : He, will not . 
;tJ6'tycd Uplby our mpft plaufible Methods ia the . way 
^of feoiring hisown/lTnit at laft pre- 

vvkthougn condemned: Wbofc wifdom is unfearcha- s 
; 1>k/ guid . his w^^^ He will . 

; bripgtO P^^^bis own hpiy deOgns, though by means to . 
' us' moft uhlikely, or it may befeemingly oppofite. 

Whoever feriouflyTicflefts upon thcfe things wfll : 
^haVe'httlercafon to quarrel at the^^ ; 

W^nt of tttis tomlal e(taHi * ■ * - ' 

' -NoqhrUlwnVor^ , ; 

^6f;th'alwmcHitisnocihtheirp^^ Meti * 



"andlarety: .. . |, . : .. 

to fto buicr may, ami bireMto ce^ism.« Wlt.ftoor • 
fcnowii Abules : kcqsine;' within' "the Kute oF'Gods , 
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' Word, avoiding as much aspoflfible giving juft offence 
CO any bcfide, and being ready to give an account of 
its proceedings therein to all, and co alter anyth m g 
that fhall be found amifi, or jdd whatdV^ flla|J'' pc 

" proved wanting, to receive others into its Commuqi- 
on, and to communicate with them (o far as maybe 
confident with common Chriftianitv own'd by all, 
endeavouring to prefer ve Peace, ancl Unity with, all 
that call upon the 6me Lord, praying ,to ^od to in- 
• creafe, ^nd improve tliem more ar(dmpre; fuCh^ha(;li 
been the continued aim, and proceeding of the Churdi 

We believe no true Member of this would have 
rcfufed the general Communion Of the truly Catbplick 
Church in St. Auguftine"^ Age, or for fome time ,aftcr, 
though poflibly every opinion, or practice then current 
be not fuited to their prelent judgment, or wifli. . Nei- 
ther can we think after fo flrange alterjation of Cir- 
cumflances through fo marty degenerate Agef, that 

holy Father xik his emineht zeal for 
kS.Ang.iit/.£rrji,«(jri«»^H thcmoAC^) Catbolick Communi- 

Pint iU4t omts EccitfuL ^«^/rjr lubo^ on thcrem would now have been 
Ytbiu Afo^iorum mm, atque firmgfoi much moved by our prcfent Ad- 

fSissvsr^j^jTSi***^- r^^^^^ .fjMms of it to 

»M itftrMi. »• thtmfelves alone", tnCiU^K againft 

■ • theRuIe^andPriiidpicsbfitVith 

allother^. No Foundation is laid for it here but by 
theabfolutc fubmiflion of all others to t^eic ufiiirpVi 
Authority; and rafli, oripjiious d<iterifti^liaii6ns/N6w 
who cahhm»e for all uWVgi&l Peaw'attd.:tj^^ 
fuch terms ofi<xoiiimodanbn, biiljf^fit'foi^'^h'ih^^ 
Conquerour to impofe; Ifke thbfe- \vhich^rfi!»i^ the 
^nmoMtiite propoundecj to the njen oi.^ahifh Gikadio 
thruft out all their irighttfVciS, arid lay it 'fbi:,aVciti^^ 

^'ojtonali Ifmhi Sn^ii.x: ' : ' ' : • - '' ' ■f;^ * ^^- : 



. O^eS. 3. Sometimes they ob^eft to us the perioiial 
fflifiarriases of fome ingaged in the Reformation. 

4g/J^. if any did what they ought not^ or wichun* 
juftmable'clcfigns what tlicy ought, die Church is ha-^ 
way accountable 3 if what ittiey did^ in the Reformatio 
on>as fuch»were good« and they had fuificient Autho- 
. rity for doing it, which we ace ready to maintain, that 
is all fhe is refponfihlei for, were other imputations 
really true,* which they pft arc not t However it will, 
be an ehdleJls difputjs^'and if determined woitid add 
• littl^ to the caufew 1 4nay add, few great and publick '; 
Changes ar$ brought about, where fo many interefts* 
areconcerned either way to promote, or hinder tliem : 
in which all things arc carried wkh. that clearncfs and 
cVenncls that were to b[C defired. Private Perfons^ are 
not chargeable with thefuppofed defefts df publick 
AdminiftrationSf of which they have not the manage- 
ment if nothing be requked of them asiiinft their ckv 
fte&Puvjfp ki^ they be proviikd ol all ncceflary 
nfcaiis ot th^ Sa[fiation>. though riiey niay be in- 
cHned to wiihlbmf, things liad been ordered other- 
wife. 

Oije^. 4. Out Enemies Qn both ifidcsare apt toob-" 
jed: toiis the want of duel^tjdinc, if not abfolutely 
neceflary.to the being of 41® Churchr yet fo far ufcful . 
to th6 wcIM>eing, a^d perfeiftion of it> that it ought 
to have great wei^t in determining our choice to* 
one Cominunion before another, and is one of the n\oft 
fenfibkl^ndsofUnityintbeQiurdi.^ "^ ''^ 

^^j^^i;!Thc.^^^ the Primitive Vigour 

of this hath heen'always wilh'd for by our Church, as 
in: the Preface to the Commination^ but the accom- : 
plifliment is very difficult. , ; * \ 

i^totfi the degeneracy of the A^t^ which Wpt^iJ ; 
ha!rai> W- it. B^tJikOovarniLinatefe %hcre \vil^^^^ 

• • • fiiwJLl . 
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find how ofc^lw niuft' bcarAlicb thiogs, • which ;W 
does not approve : and much c^wt it is -co find '&ulY 
with, thatt to amend what ibniwinies we Icribw to be . 

amifs. , • / ' 

Frocq the mulcipticitf. of DiVifion^ which \rtkk^'^ 
atl endeavouts towards- it,' and <then {toward men un- 
worthily charge the ChttTck with whatdlte^rthemfdves' ' 
make aimoft ^inavoidaUe; wb^eas, if exbcuted, it' 
would reach the<|irelves as >ifearly as a^ whcr at6 *no\j^ - 
fo clamoroiis agabft the inoft^ tehdet; and ' charitable ' 
endeavours towards it ias ctue! ahd inhumsuie; 

%. The Pretences, to it iil^heChurdi ui Rotueic-. 
cording to g^deral pradfoe» fo far as it can appear tq [ 
uis,.aiid we can jtictee by nothing «He; are iriot^'dah^el^ 
rous than any oi t&fe OmiiOons,' when tiurn'd ' intoia . 
.conftaoc drele of finning, (irivate Conrelfion, and'.' 
Piri^ly Abfolution npon we impofition of ytty infigi'. 
. nificant Peaanoe, and to over again; For here^ .men ', 
bave the Aochocity of •th«&r-&itdi td'tjbrimm^'iti.j 
. them the 4angeroiks pre&mipcjon Aat tfatey/ b^^e'tnuft ^ 
readily clear<3 ^hen&lv«8 be^-Qbd,* and* fi) fopa ^ 
perfeAed didr Repentance for fudi .«^n$^ which we 
-find chiem not fo watchful agaiafl; afberw^ird, as that -. 
oughctofupp<]^QrmakethiemJ' |' 

Whereas the Church of £«ig/«ik</commeti^ private ] 
'Confefiloa for oar cleas^r'iacis£i3$Qn» and dire^ion . 
in difficult 4»ife$ as ffibft needful: but caftnoc truly &y \ 
that it 19 an iiidifpaifalde condidcMi pf oar pardon. ! 
which was never fo bdieved, or pradifed in|he Ctiiiccli' 
; for nuu^ Cencuries/ i If people - wfll: uptbd ik^rluadc^ ^ 
to their Pkiviledge, uoleu they be fiscdd coitby&ire 
dcsninqations, they nnift look to- tbar| if they nuf- 
carry it lies at their own door, while they bayc; op ' 
hopes here given ttehi of pardon^ b^ -u^ iuch ' aa ' 
uiyreR^peataiKe at decoys the liaAnt'df "fiij, add 

plants 
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hmc of the AfMhnct of a S|*ritiia:t Gtride^ ana othet 
hclpsin many Gales w order to this ^o6t, they may 
Wtcopfiddt. - 
k::%^.l0if&^ihc^w Difciplinefe'^ 

• ip Be plic«laftiohg coiirdrtfcncics, artd atlTaiitages to 
be wiili'd {or, rather, tlian ncceflarics wecaffiiiot be 
wiriuJUC} and it hatlibtcn, and will be in all Ages of 
rf)ieCfaw€:feito6fet5r k& perfcift according to a great 
many contingencies not so. be ftated before- han^l. The 
Clftirch ha?th ever jiidg'd it tbc beft fflcafure of ufing it 
h^msymo^ ferve tweends of Religion, and the gene- 
ral bendfit of the Community ,and not that ilie is bouiKi 
always up to the ftri£t merit oi die perfons falling 
under k ; and* ygt after all the flri<^efi care, and impar-' 
tiality tfctere wilf betoom for the final Sepatation,wheti 
cm Lwd fliafl fend his Angels to gather out of his owii 

^ Kiftgdon* all offences* and them which dd iniquity. If 
we will &un all communtcatioff with thcfe, thpugh 
only itt wliat is good, we mufi flee our of aiiy ChiKcIi 
diajt 6Ver yet was, or will be, fo,faf as Weknow, in • 
tiiis World, and ft) from iny hopes in that to come : 
yet fcarce any confiderable Schifm hath appeared im 
the Chiirfch, wltidi did not fhdter it felf under this "^ 
pretence. . ' ^ 

u 4. Farther it may be ialledged that fevetat rcdmints 
may be uponthe Cliufch bom the Civil Power. 'What 

♦ tfeis fiad ftiflfered fb'much by former Encroachments,^ 
afifd Ufei^rions no wonder if it dill refaiii fome jea. . 
loufie of^that Yoke v^hidi witli fo'much difficulty it^ 
caft off, and provide as fecutely as it cati for its future ' 
piefervation, tHouglr by fofpending (bme of that cur-, 
\*ard ^IHft^nce very conduceable to the due effed ofc 
Gliurcl#Gettfurc», andfometimes by' putting a flop to! 
tit4ik fcofible progrefg, in fome cafes Where no' luclv 
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daogec or neccflity required it Men by miftakcs,or pre- • 
judice may ftrein each povjer too far. Better experience 
of the Regular management of the Eccle()aftical,may in 
due time encourage the Secular fartlier to enlarge their 
Liberty, and encourage their orderly proceedftga fa as 
may be mod fubfervient to'the ends of true KcKgion^^ 
and the advancement of the common fecurityof Cburcli 
and State. All the power which thj Church pretends to 
as fuch is fpiritual, and that can make no glCfiBiddii ik 
tjie Civil Rights of men; ^ " 

5'. YA after all, the Church ambngft us hath notonn 
ly fufficienc Authority committe;d tor her byChrift; 
but rcfervcd, and countenanced by the Laws of the 
Land to teflifie her Abhorrence of all aotorious Scan- 
dals, to the fliamc, -*id confufion of grofs Offenders,: 
and as a direful earnefl oP a worfe doom that awaits 
tlicm hereafter, not here prevented . by a fatisfadory 
Repentance. I need not retcr to particular: inftances 
when we have frequent examples thereof. Jf this bcT 
not always excrcifed by thole wkh whoni it is en- 
trufted with air^ue vigour,* and fmcerity^ after juft 
abatement for neccflity, and a favourable aiIo\yance 
for fuch perplext difficulties, of which fcarce a^ny pjri- 
irate pcrlon can make a fair and competent judgment,' 
the ' fault will lie ohTy at "their doors whofe is tfee 
negledt, and private .Ghriftians.fball .not fare die worfe' 
in the .perfdrmanceof their duty, nor fail of thefalu-: 
tary effeftsof the ordinary means of Grace by Gods. 
own appointment, becaufi? every pubikKgiimftratioa-: 
i* not performed with '^that Rehgi6i»kcare ,wlvch 'be- . 
comes fuch concerns. * ' ' • 

6. Little pretence can they have' from this 0|^*e£ti- 
en that defert the Eftabliiht National Churcb, and that - 
- feoft advantagious outward Bond pf Unity therein^ : in > 
, fHjrfijit of private Aflgmblies, and kkU .Congregati; 
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onS, whereali Afts of Difciplinc muft needs be ftip- 
pofed Arbitrary on one fiide, and precarious on tlic 
dehor. When he or they.vrho inflid them own no 
power over them to awr, or dircO: their proceedings, 
or upon^juft occafion to rcverfe their Sentence; nor 
he whcj falls under them has any other engagement 
to fubniiflioa ^than his own free Aft, not can fyffer 
jmy fertber prejudice witlioat it, than to he forced 
it may be to change his Company, or place of meeting. 
What ever grave, andfolemn appearance this may car- 

* ry at thb firft fetting up of fuch anew Governmenr, 
it will foon degenerate into Mockery, or Confufion; 
Wliatfoever dcllroys theUpity of the Church over- 
turns the main ftrength, and Foundation of all Difci- 
pline; the defcfts hereof we may hope to fee repaired 
with the prefervation of that, but without that no 
profpeft appears of any overtures towards it. 
. 7. Ta which imay be added in tlie laft plice, whaV 
ever want of Difcipline any may lay to the charge of 
the Church of England, *none can complain of her . 
breach of that Unity therein, which all Chriftian 

• Churclies ought to maintain. She neither invades tlie 
Rights, nor pretends to reverfe.the juft and regular 
'Cenfures, nor countenances the Schifmaticks, ncr , 
difiillows the miniftrations , of any other Church fo "for 

• as confiflent with the exprefs Inftitutions of our blefled 
Saviour, and .the univerfally received prafticc of Kis 

* Church, though otherwife mix'd with feveral cortuptii 
ons which Ihe wifhes removed. 

Ohje^. -5. Laftly, our Roman Adverfaries bbjeft t3 
us the many obftinatc Schifms, and grofe Herefifcs, 
•which have fprujng up fuice ohe llefotmJftionV' €nd as 
tbey iwreiend out of it;, from: the forfakingxif tMt bond 
of Unity in the Catholick Oiurch, only to be Tiopied.,,.,.,^^.^ 
for in their Commonibn,wh<;teaiahetlifey^^ ' ^ '^S 

j^revcnted, or foon cured* G lu 
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AhJv. The firft patt of ttaCGec d£ £)^ i> coo aoteri* 

ouscobe d«oie4« and too ibuulalaus tp.b^ dcfeaikd ; 

but ag^inft cUe Uner {narc «f thft Qfigiail x>f tiwla 

Schifim, and Hcrefies inany juft exc^ioos laay b9 

interpofed. 

I. The Reformation ^iv^aocoue/cfamiecutthcm, 
but feverely condemos chem. and ]^<wjd^ fufficieot 
means to pr^enc or remoye cbem; ii <iptwifh(la«dtng 
wicked men of oorrupcPruiaiiies, anddepiavod inat 
sets flee hither for ibeker co hide diejf eaxo^aet* and 
abufe or pervert rbc moft wholfiMn InHiaieioDS, and 
ad vantagiQus of^prcimii^es for ihds fpintutl pcoficien- » 
cy to tlie moft contrary {mrpofes; The goUc and iH 
confequeqce will 1^ onjy at oieir own doors* Chriftir 
, ans mufl not'be i^^^^ of the ordinary means of 
Grace, becaufe^ibmeia^l^tlviSi^taoeinco wastonncft. 
St. Peter tells u$ of iRiE|^p^o wreft tbe Scriptures iim- 
to their own ^ftiMlSii^^tHU. neither be nor any e^hec 
^^>^i^ina9V Ages^terthmi^hr thisi^^ 
dencnp^priWniePei^of thei^of them, made it 
ratbag a^iirtient of ^^^fidct% 
<;aut^nandHiil^€flce^Jl<^^(;^a^MM * 

ror of the wicked tbey ^l^a^l|ttp^m|^^ 

z. There wepe many' St^fnK^ llli^f ^SbrdScs 
%un^ up intbefirftind faejLA^9fpk10yrch, 
' y&im the times of tbe Jl^goSS^ ^caMres, jiib *■ 
ppears by ieyeral inttmaciotis i^-'jfbeir Wndng^ 
1^ in the immediady JieafiodjMig. -Mrhile many * 
Apoftolicai men were ^pg* and tf we (Compare the 
I account wis baVe of t^fuM^ the moft ancient Anthers, 

' p ^ f n Hf ijf in Iriiufgsymt^f were as wild, and ottra^ 

vagant i» ai^y^ fliglMa: date: yd tbs ApolbgifisW 
tne C^tari^anity tbougbt tbeml^Tes very injurtoMfly 
changed with cbofe Uafpbemous Ptincipl|pi|, <q( fla^tk ^^. 
io» Padic«& which tbty wholly tcmih^, or dip ^~ '■' 
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Tifemi^e is always moft^lnatic to ib\t his 
Hftis^ ainot}gft the befl: Wheat. But that Whlc^ is moA 
to 6m purpoftim^ toobferv^ is that th^am^ method 
4irlikii the Orthodox Cbrifliaiis thcii made ufe offer 
ike Goahitmon^ and Omvidion ot Hercticks and 

SchifmauckS, we itilt appead to, by bringing them td * v 
the touchi^one of Sdiptote, ^tid next to that cIk moJR: Z 
(^wdoK, >arid Cathdlick Traditioa Whereas ho\Y 
(horc aiki eafic a dectfioti to all debates might have. 
been fetcht hence, had they had tJic fame apprehenfr 
on of die Authority and Efficacy thereof by reftrrring 
ali Contro^^rfies depending to the determination ot 
the RoAian Qiurdi, the Mother, and Miftris of all; 
and to that infallible conduft fetled tlierein : but not 
one wcMrd of that, only whert thcj? make their appeals 
to her &fterthe exprcfe Word of (lod, it is in eommoa 
with many otbec Oiurches, efpeciaJly thofc of Apo- 
ftolical foundation, as. in. Ti;^^^^^'^»> Irenaiu, Si.Au- 
i»,&c where tliey*b*i» td deal with fuch per- 



*• N*/ 'm^y ' adv.Mmhn. 

VUumm ^ i$f i Pmh C^MW hMuftrhn % ^d quam ngulm Gakne funtrtcmtUi ^ quid 
Uiant Fbilifftnfit, Ihif^hricinfeh Efl^^i q^id $tim Hfimni df prpxJm fomnh quikus -^ v 
BvmgHim & fnrm^i'FMUisfAngmt q^qutfito fiinatumrttiqmHnt \ bAttmus cr Jotuin^ 

Idim di prafoFiftMv. Meu cjiA p. dl 5. Pmmi Eedifi^ Afofl$lUM &mximd eft r/iV ^ 
; :^ehiiai jj^isCvintb/m^ fnonUnge ts^ MACtdonia^hahts Philtfpos^ babes Thejfalonicenfes i ' 
s^ ^pUM m Ap^m t$jUet9 baks Efhtfkm s fia»tim. lulit Adfdca bthts nmm. Et ibid. c. 92^. ^ 
:'.JK^i3*d$dUii. ikjsdmM i^kMimfittjm^h iUfm^dtm^kan^muminks Af^f^cs. 

' 'sArtttam adv,HdrA.$,€.i.f* 2$%* 

^'^ S.^iifiiftii* di stmt at $ Beclt^. c. lo. t.7. pi5)i* ^d Cmn^Uu^ 41 d Ephefm^ ad 
tlMff(H$nkintaf Md CoUffuifts* Fos foliu Af^fioll Efi^Mh UUhMi^ sm autem Bpifi^i^ ijt 
* ^Cli0i aefidh ^ itf*iEcdefiM w comnluniont mintmm. Ibid. c. 1^. p. 54^. utfum iffii 
Switfiam tineatH ir^ft §i^ Viviuem S^iHmaram Canmihii UMf ffttndint : quU nee noi 
ff$fUua^duimH§ fiAk md»i $t^m fiai in Bcilefk»€hrifi$ fumm^ qMiff^m qtumtim*^ 
mmimmeniMt Tn^ltviianiu Ot^atmf vet Medi^UnenJU Ambr,0Jli0^vel alii ianmerabiles na^ - 
Pf^JCmmmltm Efif^i ma qnia wftr^nm CiHigatm CeiicHiis iffafradkata ef s a»t quia* 

f/tt tmm 9tkmh tfm fimOiimnfamirabiiiavtl^aMAitmtmy vH fani^tstmfHnt^ &c qn^t* 

aunm'ttaliainCMboliUfimfiidm'fi^^ jun idea iffamf^ 

niitpatvrCai^Hta^ qnhkkfinUpjint*' . " ^--- - - 




46 ^ 7k Unity 'of the Catholtck^hurch 

; : 3., The pretence of the mojQt abfoluce Authority in 
theone pare, and the extortion of the mofl implilte 
JBctieC and blind Obedience in the otlier among them 
havcnot been able cofecure therofelveg from corifidc- 
rable di(lencions> and Divifiohs in opinion, and pra- 
* .dice. ^ If thefc have not broke out ordinarily into the 
mod open Schifms, andHertfies, the Hop is more due 
to the craft and policy whereby tliey oft compromife 
.the matter between both parties, or to that outward 
force and violence \vhich reftrains the«i> rather than to 
any opinion which they themfclves have of. this ready 
means of ending all dii'putes. We find in the fiercefl: 
debates anaongthen) how little. heed is given to this 
infallible' cure farther thanintereft or neceffity inclines 
them. There may be a way of preventing controvert 
fies, which dcflroys all Religion, and makes way for 
Atheifm ; in fuch a cafe I need not squire where the 
advantage lies. 

4. We may anfwer, moft of thofe mifchiefs had their 
rife from the ruines of the Church of Englafid, whea 
that was violently aflaulted and broken, its Ailthori- 
tydefpifed, its^Conftitutions vilified, its Order defaced; 
its faithful Adherents plrfecuted^ then F^ftion, and 
Diforder, iltaage Doctrines, Phrenfical Opinions, and 
all manner of loofcnefs in Principles, and Pradlices 
came in hkea torrent, and overfpread the Land, which 
before skulkt in comers, and were little taken notice 
of. The Reftitution of tiie Church hath in great mea- 
fure put a (lop to tbeir progrefs ; I know not of any 
Se£t, which hath ftarted up unce that time : Butalmofl 
every y ear before brought for til feveral. If her pains 
and care have not yet been fo fuccefsfuUy, prevalent- as 
to recover, and reflore all that . have gone aftray, Ihc^ 
hath not been w^mting" in her endeavours towards it, 
which have reduced many ; and it is no little time, nor 

caEc 
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c^e task' to repair the R^uincs of fuch long Cbnfufions, 
attd Dcfolations. 

5. Wc owe a great part of thefe Calamities to the 
feme perfons, who now charge them upon iis ; for be-, 
fide tlie influence which their Agents, Principle^, and. 
Examples had in contriving and promoting thofe unna< 
tural Commotions, and RebeUions in the State which • 
I am not now concerned to examine ; let matter of 
faft determine that as it hath been found more or Icfs - 
plaio : Thus far we have abundant evidence that fevc- 
ral t)f their Emiflaries have herded with the chief, of 
our Dijflfcnters, and if fome of the groflcft Sefts were 
not framed among them firft, as fecms very probable, 
yet mbft of them have been mych fomented, and 
flrengthcncd by them, and thby have been oft found 
afting their parts under that flifguife, and have cm- . 
ployed on all occafions their incereft to flieker, and 
proceft them," according to the known maKime.of their 
Policy^ that the rcadiefl way oi effefting our ruinc; 
was by increafm^, and fomenting our Divifions ; here' 
they have found their greatefl harvcfl:. ' For when : , 
mensminds are unfetltd, and they grown giddy with 
being long turned about by every new wind of Do- ^ 
€b:inc^ and arc-Weary of tumbling airdtofTing from one , 
Party, to: another, they will caffly catch hold of ahy ; 
fftriciedfupport, and be fooner betrayed to yield them- 
felws Captives to the delufory- hopes of reft and itt- . 
tlementaraoi^fl them. • - ., 

verehce, andcont<5mpt6f P^rfons, aricP things Sicrcd, 
which have made way for the forementioncd fad Ci- 
lamities amongft us tire moflly due to their Opprcfli- 
ct^i; Iofoieiici4s,>or Delfifipris.'When Bie People fclad. 
fp4ong groaned uader their tyrarimcal ybke,. an<i- inco- 
kraUeburitn^, and found themfeivesfo oft chcarei* 
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by their ittanifeft impofturcs, no marvel if ckey be 
ovcrfcarfal of what they hai^ h&tedQymwh ffom» 
ztid afterwards toa fu^icious of feeing deUideddgain, • 
and bcfoon tempted to tcan(g|ce(s due meafurc icxthe 
wfc of their libcrty/being)aft recovered from extreme 
flavcry, though (o many years have pafled fmce^as 
will hardly admit of a tolerabje excufe : Yet better cx-^ 
l^eFieiice^aad lopgcr confideratioa we hope m time mayi 
teach them to dulinguiil] bet\f eeti: the <^rcaifl Ittterem 
©f trucRcHgion, and thehypocritic^J Wiksof W€rld- 
ly Craft and Policy, and fq to think a due refpe^, and 
Oblequioufnefe to thofe who fincerely manage tlie for-' 
iner, neceflary to preferve them from being ifl^fedofi 
l)y tlie lactcr, and present their falling inco thelifcc 
mifcarriages which they obferve in others ; Amtthac 
Apoflolical Government, good Onder^ wh^Ifbm Difci^ 
piinei found Do£bcine, and Umform I>evodoii mayno 
longer fu&r under the falfe, but moft odious charge of 
Popery/and that they who have under God bcemnoit 
inftrumentalin reformit^and defending ehe Cliucchf 
from the real, and grpfs C^rbptiot^ thereoff^ may not 
flill be oppreiled with the unreaibns^le clamour of a^ 
meer invidious name, which they that ufe nusftknow^ 
very little what they mean by it, only that it denotes^ 
ipmewhat favoured by them of whom thq^ liave dc- 
fervedly an iti opinion. Tlie cafe hath been too like 
exemplified in anotherInflance,efpcciaily oflatoytacSy- 
in which many Hypocrites have fofeandak)ui}yabu&id^ 
the moft' fqkmn pretences to Sandity and DevbtODn 
for a covering or continuance t# the mofl horrid Op^ 
preflions; Schifms, and Rebellions, that they have em- 
boldened profane men to fcom, and fend out c^cai De- 
fiances d:gainfl: die very appearaiKor>of RaJigiUfl^ alid^ 
poflibly tempted others felrious^ aiod hearty fevers of 
its caute to be too modeft,atvl flKUiie&ccd iirosdefence: 
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yet W€4K)pe u«feighed Piety will be always juftified of 
itsChildren, Sutably truly Catholick Principles, and 
XDbfcrvances may vindicate thqmfelves, tliougli grdfs 
Errors, and Impoflutcs have long paflcd under that 
4ifguifc : Notwithftanding ordinary People, not af- 
ways thebeft diftingtiifliers, ancl who are often Iturri* 
edirom one extreme to another, db not readily difcern 
one from riic other, but having found themfelves once 
cheated; be 2t long tinrie over-jealous of x like defign 
upon them. ^ *^ ' . '• . ^ ' ' x^ 

t VL Fronrtlie*Prcmifes duly cohfrdered will, i hope, 
in the clofe be inferred tlie ftrongeft motive, and Obii; 
ration upon all among us heartily to embrace, and 
t4adily to perfe vere in the Communion of our Churdi^ • 
t6 ibare ftt Aofe happy Advantages and ^leflS^ijr 
which all wl)G rightly improve it may promife them- 
felves therdniw She defires by all means poflibleto 
Convince their 0)nfcienccs, and incline their Affeftions 
to a WiUine compliance with their indifpenfeble Duty, 
a^d highettPriviledge, rather thatl'overaw their per- 
foris W fevere Getifiires, ' or the folio winjg condign pii- 
tiifiiments. »Nay, 4f rieceflity force upon any the exedu- 
tiottoiche^laft, wheiithey will not hearken to the for-' 
m«:,M^'T3le&ds the-famc Charity for the- Principle 
of-fe<*fe ^kjt difly to 'prevent othiprs from being fcdu- 
ced by tlJi^itofeErr^rsTButalfothtis to deter them • - 
ftoftaf iKote dlfliiaP Riiihe here, and hereafter, which 
hanfesoVcr tliem tferfiftinK ftill in; ^ .' '. . '^ ^ „... , 
^ ftfme obftinacy. (a) Ofall fhe i ,; t. 7. p. loi. m vis cctidm-f^, 
hjitb^the tendereft compaffibn, ji^ ^rfi I'ofmt verSr mtt oecUHU. 

Aiough^k*Ag-a c!Hreteh(«^, >ut ^^.^S;. "^' ^^^^ "'' 

wiAciArt-j^airtiafety. Some muft be ' ' / * 

f*M€d ^Vftf^Fear, and aimoft violently pulled out of thq; 
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Men nny make a noilc with the odious name of Pcr- 

rxutioii ; yet our Advccfciries of both excf cmcs Iiavc 

little reafon to objcd that, of which tlKy thcmfelvcs 

Hand fo deeply clvirgeablc when in their power. But wc 

rclie not on that Pica, which however it ofFcod thciji^ 

would not clear us. No feded Government, -CiviU or 

Sacred, was ever, orismoregenclcKtnd compaffionate 

in its ioflidiot^ than ours: U when tlus Tendernds 

was requited with new and greater Inibletice, and more 

obflinate Contempt^ Auchoricy begin ce put on a more 

har(h, and fevcre Counccdanee^ and make ufe of the 

rod of its power to cor reft the peeviihnefsc^ ibmc, or 

rellrain the extravapncics of ouierSr it is to be hoped 

hey will in the endfinditfordidredificatioiis and not 

1^ their dcflruftion, and may feecauie tabids God» 

iind thank their Governour&tor thofe benigaPenalctes» 

wliich almofl forceably opened their eyes to difeern 

that evidence which pertinacious obftinacy had (hut 

i s. Avg. Mpifi, them agatnftin ali other Perfuafives* as (^) ScAMgnftim 

uJiilT^ declares feveral of the Donatifts had pf(^:fled to him, 

p.i/74174. and therefore faw.great realon torc^, andrecantthe 

many clamourstliey iiad raUcd on. this occ^fion. I hope 
we are not without many ffenTiblt Inftancesof the good 
efFeft hereof among our felv^, thougk it be very dif- 
ferent inlbme from, what it is ia others*;, but l^ ttt^ 
dency of ic is certainly to what is good iftalL 

Experience* and jtarther oonTideracioa may have 
made all prudent and fober Friends co true Piety^^ Vii^ 
tue» and good Order afhamed of the pomilar Plea dF 
Liberty, or that men ought to be left tree ftomany^ 
reftraintyor bnpofitions in matters of Rd^j^, and 
Confidence; which muft needs confoimd all peaoe, and 
Q:wrturn all Government in every Sodecy^ and do dc- 
fiiroy thebeingof theChufch as fuclv aiid expo& pr& 
Tate pes£bns 10 all manner of ftcange deluiions^ ixni 
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extravagant entcrprifes witHdurthc lead guard orde* 
fence ; befide the ill afpcft it hath dn the Civil Peace; 
I may add. It nevdr was, and I doubt never will be 
pcaftifed by any Patty of men, when they can do 
other wife, who :flee to it only for S«ifl:uary when they 
can find fheltcr no where befide. Would men but im- 
partially look abroad, or conftilt former -times, or but 
really confider whac were like -to be their flate under 
any other fetled Conftitution by whatever favourable 
Gharador it may liavc been rcprefcnted, they might ^ 
find little temptation to i|uerulous uneafmefs in their 
^efcnt condition, and fmall encouragement to (eek, 
and improve every occafion to/|uarrel at thofe few,aud 
mild reftraints laid on tl^em, efpecially if withal they 
would faithfully r^edl upon the ill ufe which hat!ftbceti 
made of more remilsnefis 

Indeed Chriftianity, which is the Gofpcl of Love, 
and Peace, and is almoft wholly made tip of Qiarity, 
ihclifies us firftr and moft, co the miideft methods, as 
moft grateful^ moft likely to wiq upon other mens 
good afIe6hons, and to teftifie oar own. But then 
this mildnefe may be turned into the grtateft cruelty to 
chcguilty^as w<^ll as to the innocent, yea, to the whole 
Community. Our gre»t wifdom will be fo to purfuc 
the former as we may avoid tlie latter, and I know not 
where it is done more cautioiifly than here. 

If w< were to examine the ftrange and ftiff Aver- 
fttions in- many tb the Communion of our Church, wc 
ftallfihd thc!« itioftly owing to blind Prejudice, and 
grofe Ignorance of whalt isrequired of them, more than 
fo any other Principles. They have been brought up 
irt' a T^/ ill <>piiiion of out Scr^ce mtcrly by odious 
lrafmes,'«i^andiTivkiiousCharaQ:ers given^to it froni ^ 

petfons whofe fincerity and judgment they relie on^ ^^f^ 

and fo are before refolved ajainft any farther enquiry, ^ ^ * 

H d and 
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and mduftrioufly ftwm all opportunitic* of better i»* 
O formation eiclier by pcclbnai Conference, or reading 

our Books. They tluak themfelres fuffidcnriy fatisfi- 
ed, and go on to hate and revile, but they often knavif 
not what, nor why. If we could bring cliem to niake 
rhcir own trial,, who are always jealous of any attempts ' 
frcmus, matter of faft would be theiif beft cortfutati-: 
on, and their own Eyes and Eats prove th^tit moflr cffe-! 
dual convidion, fo as to wonder at their former. cbflah 
nacy,which fome of them have confcflod upon this ex- 
perience. I believe were fonie fierce Difleoters ask'd, 
they canfcarce fay, that they ever frrioufly read, or. 
atcentiycly heard tl>e Liturgy, and know very little 
^ what it is therein which bi^nds tlieni; I am fare they 
will liiitdly toll lis. Sometimes meer novelty ftartles 
them, and tliey are afraid only for not being ufed 
toit..> ; • . • . _ 

Thcici and siany fuch little Oi^^ions, that we cait 
fcarce guds at wouW foon be removed by this fenTibk 
ptobf reached down to all capacities ; and afober, ftea- 
dy temper of ;inind, with a firm, and weU^^groutlded 
belief in moftof tiie material Points of Cliriftian l)€h 
drine, varioufly. inculcated in the feveral OiBces ©i 
our yrurgy^ wcpld groxy up more and more in tbe» p 
for want of this wo find in feveral Zcalpts v^y little 
knowledge of the firft Principles of Cl^iftian Reli^iy^ 
on, and ifndeqd very little tobekariur.ffonptthofeiii^ 
ner of difpowr|gs and Phrafes. po whitfa. , t^yi^ligye bpetit 
bitbertb ufed. J pur more pana^ukrly fnay^ qbeielifk 
ilefiUbns. be applied to invite • the Honwpifts amoisgik 
us unto tl)e free, finceie, and cordial ^ofqipuQipn y^tdm 
^^^ 3^^> ^^ ^?K^^i,wl^h <>ttcwb^i,«%<^ QUfe. 
^ Yi^^ SRPf ^^9f«> tlief g^rally • oWf igB?jJ, and hwm 
al^^oft nothing to objca? *^^^ k^fesjc-ibei^ft^ ^nct 
Sciuiwa^ Inlerdi^ of a f<»?(^N^f&4 PpW<^- Jhac 

the 
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the terms jof our Communion ate moft truly Cariio- 
lick hath been die chief defign of this fniaUTra^tp 
prove, ajid therdby to prevent the comirk>ii'ptt:judic6 
from the name ofthe GathoKck, aad Apoftolfck * 
Qiurcli, in wliidi, whatever riiey affume \o thtm-^ 
fciyes, we have as gcfod a title to oar ihare as any 
Church in the world. And ho fenfible evidfeacSg hiVie ^ 
^cs of otufiGonmiimton with i^a CatlioUcic Qhbrdi, 
b|}^ by communicating' with che*mor& ^rckul^-t 
Qwchia which Divine Providence *hatli>plaee<i ixii^ 
where nothing is required oius repugnant td the Bond 1 
(^ Unity. ia Che whda .^i^ * . .' : . * - 

havie been ^fton^ciiargi^aodrevitechr though nitfft '^n^v 
yiSklff wich too iaTsmrabte on an^iinaicion tathem of ( 
jR<?iW;; becattfe wiwt^m^of goea^ dtcgntt 

^lemmty^, as; wtdl as fouiui Do^rine/ aifd wJMl:^in:t 
Ififti^i^cto: wa(i &undamcMg;c^^ 
dierifllifed hyjlis. . -And %\m,im&Mt^ vmAtK^Qjf^it^ 
peremptory in wKhutdnngtkeia^ 
ing, prefetwir isH Jrhat; have been».' o« ai:e Mi of^tiieirft 
Cooiniwiiwiu^as j^imc wonhl li^cn .^ wlifeiiiJsLdiiGf?0^T 
f^fi liQingdBQfCtietuiec;; iftirprdTeevifligiJh^Pimtf/plM'^d^/ 
t^U9 C^tvili0fe^Umty:.tiiari itt pkaGii^ fittib^rMcet 
humours or prejudices. . ;: v ' ; . i I ru ^k 

tp)tb?ffirA}nflr: ijictnfofflillbttca widif tkofiuMrhiPpltet^dki 
1^ gtl^t«(VrQp^^(ipn tP t^a^ 
tray the 74lVf U of iaodv or violate our IQU^wlkpf cd Iiis>^ 
Ccmm^K^s 0^^ fide.; . and. withiscoft 6&;h^iiod9i0r* 

cpnfoli* as iwich aa^ poffAIe^. «bt/Peai»bBricaf«^^ 
fai^ QhM^^lk »rtd;eontijaiuie jJ:i£resfL , ilf i^ iSatmm.^o^^ 
tort our J^dnef^ MfiPn^Pi in tiew Qfipifitiic^ frsii tiM) 
latt€ff lQ9di9!Mv r^g^c^ ^are ^nd^ df9idti]bv;;e&'itj^ witM 
all thofe dreadful imputatibhs dtie .to jotihersDIfuTO: '^'*' 

fuffcc 
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fuffer from both fides, whilft ic is only for fpeaking rhc 
Truth, and doing oiur Duty, which we have no power 
to alter ; we may juftifie our felves bcfpre God, and 
our own Confcienccs, and in due time with all goo^ 
reaibnable, and eonfiderative men, and then it is n , 
matter what the clamour s,and captious cavils of other^ 
layuponus. * 

But yet our Adverfaries of the Roman Pcrfuafion 
muft cake notice, that while we are fo wary, and fpa* 
ring in oar Cenfures of thcm^ we are not the lefs ap- 
prdienfive of the extreme danger which attends tliofe 

§rofs Errors and Superftitions, wherewith we charge 
lem, which have a direft tendettey td their mine, and 
very much undermine the foundations of Faith, and 
good Lifej which they own in common with us. What 
may be t^eic influence upon any pv ticular perfoos is 
more than We dare detormine, ancl think always more 
life to incline to the favourable fide, where it may be 
widioutpccjudtoeto what is certainly t^ue and good.' 
Notwichflanding whaeevet our opihioo be, that Will 
HOC alter thecate at laft, and thus £u we arcmaft de- 
terminate that the corruptions amon^ them ate fuch 
' which every Chiircb is bound to reiotm, and every 
ceue Chrtlaan co leep ac a diftance from, as 4tiucb as 
is in his power. 

WhaCK)ever were the condition of thofe wlio lived 
in that Communion before the Refbtmatjon^ many of 
them g^Kianed tinder thofe Op|*dfrioii^>^0m which we- 
arc happily freed : nxy, whatevbr ' kharitabfc allow- 
ance may (till be made for them, ^vHo now live with- 
in thofe Boundaries wh£re they haV6littIe opportunity 
of knowing better, and are under ^^aitor^udices by 
contcary fiducatim,^ and the fcve)fe(l/aw ifivbrtli^ih : ; 
How far,: I &y, tl^fe cafes may be |ileiid^k^ inniift15c' 
4eft to God and their own ConfeiQnfocs. 

As 
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As for thofe born, and br,ed among us, who have 
been treachcrou fly deluded inraApoftacyfromus, or 
will pcrfift in their hereditary obllinate avcrfcnefs 
to us againft tiie clc^reft <:onvi<9rion, which they may 
receive, and in oppoiltien to tlie eJcprcfs Laws of God, 
and of the Land» to the perpetual difturbance of the 
State, and confufton of the Church ; there appears 
no rcdffi for any excufe to leflen their Crime, or dllh- 
viate their doom, which will be mightily incrcaled, 
when all manner of hidden and, crafty ArtifTces» of 
open Tiolcfices againil the common Rights of Humane 
Socktyf aind moral Honefty, as well as the Faith, 
and Charity of Chrifts Churdi are employed, and com 
iecrated into li religious but blind Zeal for thedcflru- 
ftionofbotk 

No marvel tf the lotion awafcencd with the ef{c<^s 
hereof^ which it hath lometimes felt> and oftencr had 
ffcafon to fcar> have provided fome ieverc Laws for an f 

awoverthem» and to (lop the firft beginnings of fuch t 

exorbittmtatcempts» ready to break through all ordi: \ 

nary inclofiir^, and which will hardly Be rcftrained '^ 

by the uTual methods of Government. No temper is^ 
more difficultly madered, or more mi&hievous, if let 
k)ofe,that^fuchafiilfefiery zeal» which neglefted burns 
all before it^ 

^ But whatever may have been their Treatment ofus 
formerly, or we may judly appcehend would be ftilU 
had they any opportunitv, which God prevent : wc, 
Miahcnot, and hopefiiaUnotcverdenft from wiihin^ 
and endeayouiit^ . as much as is m our powder, their 
t«d Wd&re, and toof all our implacable Enen^ics, and 
dierein their hearty Union with us in the holy Offices^ 
of Religiom and Fellowihip of Gods Church where 
they live^ With the fincene renunciation of thofe dan^. 
gerous Errors, and Pradices that hitherto keej^ diem * 
at adillanccfrom us. la^ 




In Conclufion, inflcad 9f querulous cxpoftyJatKms* 
or catching occafions wfind fault, wc have great realbtt 
to admire and adof celiac gracious Providence, whidi 
amidft fo many Confofioas, Piforders, and Corruptir 
ons tim prevail too (nucli in moil plaeeg rouadalioub 
hath placed our Loti^ fo, hst^y^ ^vjCojI, and frQ^ided 
for us fo goodly a Heritage, iand ^fe Retreat in the Bto- 
Ifom of that Qiurch, wfe)f9.p^ is 9S/Wmwt^ 
its Faitlv and its QkUr i^ifxg^^l ;jis ifs Purify ; wJWc 
Arms are aKvay$,QpcfU;p jpfjjive ifn tcmmgEr^emu 
with the mQlJi;en(IerX!)Qiw^ \v^iftlWdi«tft 

it$ fafthTul Friends with tup moil: wholfom 9;n^^tfidul- 
gent proviQons ; where ttodhyig is wafi$iog %€y esfure 

our fafe<jy, ?ind encoi,ir*^« our pt^fic^oney^ ill«ycry 
thing that isgoodaibd excellent: which iipolviiGiKmeff 
trial of both .titie oppoAtc A^cfipf^: die whc^i^g- 
dom hathfeen neceil^y to £Leeback intq» to'tj^'air th^ 
tZk)nfufions and Pevifjtations they had: brou^^ and 

iji its nipft dang?rouS;Cp^?wlfiQ<»^fe€?f?li^ toHnd the 

rcadieft Cwte* *nd u wl^j; \yhj?^ t^anwi bflr^SCTy;fo» 
tnies defire to fbeitertli^aifplve^ ^ \|^,liicl)4^y trtgages 
• us toexpreisiour grat^ude for ib pecujiar Privii^g<^ 
by a re^dy and impar(ial Obeditncer co^t^iioly Do- 
ttrine^weAretaught^ and.a ^ttitfHl;^BPlf9»»^ pfaU 
thofclftppy Advantajges wliidi we enjoy tl|frpin.38»t 
out Lives. may. be ^nfwcjablp t?^/««rJ§*9^iCorji and 
our pious» VirtuoMif, . peaceable, $lo4 ^^ficabie Com- 
verfatfon^may be iq top:^ proportion j($ d^eofif^e;, 4rwl 
femarkabfe asthePrincifues wep^APGf^^^^ or (bo 
benefits we lay: .claw (o/: ^. . r;;..; .. o ,;-: 

-This woujd wplt e^S^aiia fncncfi ;tl)e - csifWi^ 
Cavils of oui: Enemies on every iide, and mot9 poweif-: 
fully invite theni to our Cpmmunioh than^ll other rhe 
mol]: ' demonftrativQ Argun^aits : wh^ iheir very, 
fettfes^ would -fear witn^ls t)xxQq4 <s -w «« of H CEUib.> 
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I hope we are not deftiputc of feme liich eminent JE)c- 
amplcs of unfeigned Piety, true Holinefs, and univer- 
fal Probity. God Almighty incrcaffe their number 
more, and more : Yet whatlbevcr may be the effed: 
thereof upon other men, this method would moft un- 
queftionably cnfiirc our own firmeft Peace here, and 
everlafting Salvation hereafter. Here we keep certainly 
within our own bounds, and may moft fafely ,and profi- 
tably fpend all ^ Zeal, while other men pleafe thcm- 
felves in diverting it abroad to what they have no 
power over. It feems horribly naufcous to hear men 
quarrel fiercely about the beft Church, who live in the 
moft open defiance to all Religion, and I ddubt there 
are too many of all denominations chargeable here- 
with. Yet whatever the cafe of others prove, it will be 
moftfafe., and pious to bring it home, and clofe to our 
felves* Be our Church,orour Profeffion never fo much 
better than any other, if we be not alfo fuitably better 
than other men, they will rife up in judgment againft us 
atthelaft. 

But by a careful and diligent obfervance of its facred 
Frefcriptions we fliall juftific our Reformation 
throughout, put a flop to the Reproaches, and fliame ^ 
the Calumnies of our Adverfaries, and which is the 
Summary of all good intentions, and cndeavours,bring 
honour to our great Lord and Maftet, the Author and 
Finilher of our Faith. 
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